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Winning hearts and minds 

THIS MONTH Searchlight remembers Rock 
Against Racism, which 30 years ago was a 
major factor in the decline of the National 
Front and racist ideology. RAR did not 
challenge the NF in elections nor did it, as an 
organisation, physically confront the fascists on 
the street (though many of its followers did). 
But the role of RAR was no less important. 
It became a beacon for those opposed to the 
racism and fascism that were taking grip within 
British society and, particularly for young 
people, it offered an alternative multiracial 
culture which we take for granted today. 

In this issue we look ahead to the electoral 
challenges of the next 12 months. The BNP 
now admits that it was out-organised in this 
year’s local elections but as we report in this issue 
there are new battles ahead and there is no room 
for complacency. We are confident that if the 
hard work is put in we can defeat the BNP again 
but there is a wider challenge — of winning 
people’s hearts and minds. A report last month 
showed that British people were more 
distrustful of Islam than was any other people in 
Europe. Another report highlighted the 
changing face of Britain with record numbers of 
people leaving the country and others arriving. 
This increasing movement of people and 
growing insecurity raise issues that have to be 
addressed. We can beat the BNP politically but 
we must also challenge the causes of its growth. 
In remembering RAR we must never forget the 
importance of winning the cultural battle and, as 
its organisers are only too quick to remind us 
today, we can do it while having fun. 


International appeal 
SEARCHLIGHT HAS joined with our 
international partners to launch an appeal to 
help anti-fascists in Russia. As our four-page 
focus on Russia graphically illustrates, being an 
anti-fascist in Russia is no easy occupation. 
A staggering 122 people have been murdered 
by racists over the past two years, many of them 
active anti-fascists who have been hunted down 
because of what they do. The Russian state 
offers soothing words to the international 
media but gives little protection on the ground. 
The British labour movement has a proud 
record of helping our brothers and sisters 
abroad, particularly when it comes to fighting 
racism, fascism and other forms of prejudice. 
In the month that Nelson Mandela was rightly 
celebrated in London it is vital that we do not 
overlook current struggles. Russia might evoke 
the same emotions as the battle against 
apartheid in South Africa or dictatorships in 
South and Central America but the struggle is 
no less severe. Something nasty is stirring and it 
is our duty to help. Please give generously. ~d 
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Nick Griffin remains 
| leader of the British 
National Party after 
he comfortably saw 
off Chris Jackson’s 
challenge. Griffin has 
naturally heralded this 
result as a vindication 
of his leadership but 
within days the glow 
of victory began to 
disappear as a spate 
of resignations, - 
expulsions and 
infighting wu 
With further questions 
emerging over the BNP 
finances all is not well 
within the party. 
Nick Lowles reports. 
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here was little doubt that Nick 

Griffin would remain leader of 

the British National Party. Even 

his 91% vote was hardly a 
surprise. After all, his opponent ran a 
joke of a campaign but even if it had 
been better organised Jackson was 
hardly likely to have done much better, 
given the tight election rules that 
Griffin himself had laid down. During 
the three-week campaign Jackson was 
not allowed to produce any literature, 
write to or canvass party members or 
even hold the present leadership to 
account through hustings or any form 
of debate. 

Griffin polled 3,363 votes in the 
leadership election against Jackson's 337 
in a 43% turnout. This means the BNP 
membership now stands at 8,604, well 
below the boasts regularly circulated by 
the party. 

Despite an election reminiscent of a 
one-party dictatorship, Griffin and his 
supporters trumpeted the result as a 
vindication of his successful approach, 
devoting the entire front page of the 
August issue of the BNP’s newspaper to 
the result. “The future of the British 
National Party has been secured and the 
British people have been assured of the 
choice at local and national elections of 
a common sense forward-thinking 
nationalist political party that will put 
their interests first.” 

Claiming that the rise of the 
BNP was solely down to Griffin, the 






THE FUTURE | 


(left) Not really gloating: the August issue of 
the BNP’s paper 

(below) Clive Potter, the first of many expelled 
from the BNP for failing to toe the line 


(right) John Tyndall, whom Nick Griffin 
ousted in 1999. Many BNP members still 
cling to the memory of the party’s dead 
founder 





BNP leadership wasted no time in 
going on the offensive against its 
internal critics. 

“The challenge to his leadership was 
the last gasp of an old guard who seek 
a return to the extreme right-wing 
policies of the past — the very policies 
that have been comprehensively 
rejected by the electorate time and 
time again. 

“Thankfully, the membership of the 
British National Party dispatched these 
political dinosaurs to the litterbin of 
history where they belong and set the 
BNP on the road to further success.” 

Griffin went even further in his 
chairman's blog on the party website, 
claiming that he was now free to say 
publicly what he could only say in 
private before. 

“The challenge was not a genuinely 
legitimate one from a candidate with 
the genuine ability to run this party as it 
is, let alone take it further forward. 
It was a pathetic, pitiful, desperate 
attempt to cause trouble for the most 
modernised and most successful 
nationalist party in British history by a 
handful of cranks left over from the 
BNP’s most sterile past, aided and 
abetted by a gaggle of Hollywood 
Nazis, congenital losers and thieves. 

‘I do not blame the candidate 
himself, save that he should have known 
better than to allow himself to be 
wound up and manipulated by such 
vermin.” 





He went on to describe his opponents 
as a coalition of “old John Tyndall 
loyalists who have never forgiven me for 
beating him in the leadership race of 
1999 ... the handful of Tory nationalists 
whose call for an organisationally 
suicidal system by which party policies 


would be decided by the entire 
membership [god forbid a bit of 
democracy — NL] ... and the conspiracy 
theory cranks.” 

Griffin riles against those who believe 
in the Jewish conspiracy, that the 
Holocaust did not happen and that the 
September 2001 terrorist attacks in the 
USA were an inside job, helpfully 
forgetting that he and many of his close 
political friends have long believed in 
these very same theories. Indeed, it was 
Griffin himself who produced a 
pamphlet that argued that a sinister 
network of Jews controlled the British 
media in order to force multiculturalism 
on our society. His proof that the BBC 
was under Jewish control was the 
revelation that 19 Jewish people worked 
for the organisation — out of a staff 
of 15,000! 

Griffin graciously announced that he 
was not going to expel Jackson from the 
party, no doubt because it would have 
been totally illegal and so very costly. 
However, his benevolence did not 
extend to those who supported his 
challenger. Hinting at a forthcoming 
purge, Griffin proclaimed: “now is the 
time to decide between the party and 
the cranks. We only have a few 
proscriptions against association with 
dangerous groups or deeply unsavoury 
individuals, but those proscriptions will 
be enforced. If that leads to squeals 
about a ‘purge’ that’s fine by me. 
Whenever something nasty drops into 
the toilet, it’s going to get flushed away.” 

Over the following few weeks a 
number of people either were forced out 


Lame excuses for BNP accounts delay 


by Sonia Gable 


Obfuscate and blame the auditors 
was the British National Party's 
reaction when it emerged that the 
party had failed to submit its annual 
accounts to the Electoral Com- 
mission by the deadline of 7 July 
and faced a fine. 

A statement by the BNP “treasury 
department” in response to 
“understandable concerns from 
members” explained at length that 
the party had decided to have its 
“regional accounting unit” accounts 
for 2006 audited, although this was 
not legally required. The accounts, 
which cover the funds held by BNP 
local groups, were ready “some time 
ago” but “an additional delay” had 
occurred because the “auditors have 
just been hit by European auditing 
requirements”. 

As for the BNP’s central accounts, 
these were not even with the 
auditors, the BNP stated on 13 
August, blaming 15 local party 
groups and branches that had failed 
to get their accounts to the party 
treasurer in time. They include 
Barking and Dagenham, run by 
Richard Barnbrook, the BNP’s 
candidate for next year’s London 
mayoral election. 


Searchlight asked the BNP’s 


or jumped with some gentle persuasion. 
First to go was Clive Potter, a founder 
member of the Christian Council of 
Britain and regular election candi- 
date. Potter was expelled after he 
refused to toe the party line 
over Solidarity, the BNP- 
linked “trade union” of which he 
was president. Potter and 
the union's vice-president 
Tim Hawke had been at 
odds with the union's / 
general secretary, Patrick } 
Harrington, over missing | 
funds, poor accounting 
and deliberate absence 
from meetings which 
meant business could not 
be conducted. Griffin sided 
with Harrington, accusing 
his opponents of being 
Searchlight moles, and took 
steps to strengthen the party’s 
control of the supposedly inde- 
pendent union. It was as part of 
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independent auditors, Silver & Co, 
about the party’s public accusation 
that the firm had let the BNP down by 
not keeping up-to-date with 
accounting rules. Mr P J Silver, one 
of the West Midlands firm’s two 
chartered accountant partners, 
sounded very surprised when told 
what the BNP had said but refused 
to comment. In fact it is very unlikely 
that any firm of chartered account- 
ants has been caught unawares by 
changes in international accounting 
standards, which have been 
announced well in advance. 

The BNP claims it chose to have 
the regional accounts audited “in 
the interests of transparency and 
due probity” This follows several 
months of accusations from 
dissident members and_ others 
about how the BNP spends its 
money. It is also possible that Silver 
& Co asked to audit these accounts. 
Their report in the 2005 central 
accounts, which revealed a large 
deficit, said there was doubt about 
the BNP’s ability to continue as a 
going concern, but cited funds 
available in the regional accounting 
unit. It is unlikely that the auditors 
would be prepared to use this let- 
out again without verification. 


this process that Potter was expelled 
from the BNP. 

Next to leave was the BNP’s cultural 
and education officer Jonathan 
Bowden. A former Conservative and 
one-time leader of Western Goals UK, 
Bowden backed Jackson and wanted 
more democracy than is found in 
the current BNP. Griffin was 
unforgiving, though the personal 
attack on Bowden came through a 
blogsite operated by a loyal 
supporter. 

“T have given a lot of time and 
effort to this party over the last 
4 years,” Bowden wrote in his 
resignation letter to Griffin. “I am 
now being accused repeatedly of 
being a paedophile on the Internet 
by one of your quote unquote old 
mates. I am sick and tired of the 
human scum and vermin which 
proliferate in such shallows 
waters. To be accused of being a 
child abuser is amongst the 
lowest thing that can possibly be 


imagined. To even refute such B> 








allegations from criminal psychopaths 
like these is beneath one’s dignity. 

“None the less, 1 REFUTE EACH 
AND EVERY ONE OF THEIR 
LIES AS DISTASTFUL [sic] 
GARBAGE. I will seek to have police 
action carried out against this vile 
Internet site, but I also intend to resign 
as cultural officer, advisory council 
member and member of the BNP. I do 
not wish to associate — even tangentially 
— with such low-grade lycanthropes and 
psychotic criminals. [Xxxx], I gather, 
is a convicted drug dealer and career 
criminal with a string of convictions. 

“J have many other and better things 
to do with my life in future. The stench 
of this rabble, lumpen and canaille is 
displeasing to me. I shall devote myself 
to the world of the arts from which I 
originate and to which I shall return.” 

Following him out of the door was 
Simon Smith, the party’s Black Country 
organiser and leader of the BNP 
councillors on Sandwell council. It was 
clear that he was the target for much of 
Griffin’s blog attack, in view of his well 
publicised view that the attack on the 
Twin Towers was an inside job. This 
conspiracy theory was familiar in BNP 
circles but it was only after Smith signed 
Jackson’s nomination form and organised 
a meeting in the Black Country that it 
suddenly became an issue. 

Smith was also targeted by Simon 
Darby, the party’s West Midlands 
regional organiser, over allegations that 
he might have supplied a membership 
list to a third party — an allegation he 
has repeatedly refuted — and for 
circulating stories to the media about 
the party’s financial mismanagement. 
An internal investigation was launched 
but before its first meeting Smith 
walked out of the party. 

In an attempt to smear Smith, Darby 
wrote to the local press claiming that 
the former organiser had left after not 
being allowed to propagate his 9/11 
conspiracy theories. Not so, insisted 
Smith, in a reply that was not published, 
he had been forced out after concerns 
over party finances. 

“In my opinion Nick Griffin who is a 
fantastic (self) publicist and orator, runs 
the party as a private family business — 
in doing so it is also necessary to 
appoint dubiously moral lieutenants 
to keep it like that,” wrote Smith. “It is 
a money based not ideologically based 
operation. As such it is necessary to 
periodically purge the party of thinkers 
and those who are capable of critical 
thought to keep it like that.” 

A more professional leadership 
challenge would have made much more 


of the questionable party finances that 
have dogged Griffin ever since he 
became leader in 1999. Jackson alluded 
to financial mismanagement on_his 
pathetic website but no one other than 
diehard activists and anoraks would 
have read it. 

A couple of weeks after Griffin's 
“euphoric” leadership victory it emerged 
that the party was in more financial 
trouble as it had failed to submit audited 
accounts to the Electoral Commission 
(see separate article). 

It is ironic that another man expelled 
from the BNP over the summer was 
Andrew Spence, the former fuel protest 
organiser and the party’s candidate in 
July’s Sedgefield parliamentary by- 
election. This election campaign was 
one of the very reasons Griffin gave 
for why the leadership contest was 
a distraction. 

Spence had a falling out with Mark 
Collett, the party’s publicity officer, at the 
BNP’s Red, White and Blue festival in 
August. Spence was allegedly upset at the 
slow delivery of campaign material and 
during a bitter argument threw a punch 
at Collett. Spence was immediately 
expelled from the party, an action that 
contrasts sharply with the kid glove 
treatment dished out to Tony Lecomber, 
Griffin's former lieutenant who plotted to 
kill a member of the Cabinet! 

The County Durham farmer refused 
to reveal the cause of the argument to 
the press except to admit: “There was a 
major disagreement and punches were 
thrown. It’s really saddened me that it 
came to this but the BNP is not the 
party I thought it was.” 

The BNP leadership is publicly 
pleased with these resignations and 
expulsions. Long-time critics of the 
party are being removed leaving a core 
group of loyalists. The loss of Bowden 
would be particularly welcomed to 
Griffin as it was clear that Bowden was 
the only viable challenger to Griffin in 
the short term. 

However, Griffin may begin to regret 
his purge sooner than he thinks. In 
contrast to many who left the party 
soon after Griffin became leader, the 
latest departures include people of real 
political ability and there are now talks 
about forming a united nationalist 
opposition to the BNP. Among those 
hanging around the BNP’s fringes are 
Steven Smith and Mark Cotterill of the 
England First Party, Sharon Ebanks of 
the New Nationalist Party and Adrian 
Davies of the Freedom Party. Add in 
Bowden, Mark Leat, a former BNP 
councillor in Stoke-on-Trent, the 


Corbetts in Oldham, Calderdale BNP 


branch and Spence and Trevor Agnew 
in the North East and a national 
network could emerge. 

While it must be doubtful that the 
competing egos of many of these people 
can fit into the same room, their shared 
hatred of Griffin and his loyal toadies 
could just be enough to bring them 
together. 

This view is shared by the veteran 
nazi Martin Webster, national organiser 
of the National Front in its 1970s 
heyday, who recently wrote: “The 
Tyndallite/Hardliner’ faction which 
backed Jackson have not emerged from 
this affair covered with glory, but it did 
sufficient to goad the paranoid Griffin 
to display his weakness to the most 
fickle (‘ungrateful’) of all audiences: the 
membership of a political party. 

“Griffin's action against Bowden may 
come to be seen as a crucial mistake. 
It certainly has the potential to trigger- 
off a sequence of unintended and 
unforseen consequences.” 

While its numbers might be small, 
such a network would be strong in 
several key BNP areas such as Burnley, 
Blackburn, Sandwell, Stoke, Oldham 
and Halifax. 

Griffin might have won the 
leadership election by a landslide but 
this does not necessarily indicate a 
happy party. The BNP performed badly 
in this year’s local elections, losing eight 
of the nine seats it was defending and 
ending the night with a net gain of one. 
Since then two BNP councillors have 
left the party and one has resigned his 
seat. Searchlight understands that a 
number of other BNP councillors are 
considering throwing in the towel in the 
near future. 

Meanwhile, Griffin is busily rewriting 
the rule book to strengthen his grip on 
the party and developing a cadre 
building process which has so far proved 
fairly useless. Overseeing this work is 
Arthur Kemp, a former South African 
police informer who was implicated in 
the murder of the South African 
Communist Party leader Chris Hani in 
1993. Despite Kemp's dubious past, 
and his present links to Holocaust 
revisionism in the United States, 
Griffin appears only too willing to bring 
him into the heart of the party. 

Despite his vociferous celebrations in 
The Voice of Freedom, Griffin's victory is 
not all it is cracked up to be. He is the 
undoubted leader of the BNP but his 
swiftness to silence opposition to 
his rule will one day come back 
to haunt him. In view of the fallout 
from the leadership election, that day 
may not be far off. ~<a 


~ Home news - 


Nazis unite to support 
German Holocaust denier 


David Williams reports 


aturday 11 August saw a motley 
assortment of Hollywood nazis, 
antisemitic cranks and British 
National Party members 
descend upon the German Embassy in 
Belgravia in a demonstration called by 
the British People’s Party to protest 
against the imprisonment in Germany 
of the Holocaust denier Ernst Zitindel, 
who is serving a five-year sentence. 

They were joined by a smattering of 
members of the National Front as well 
as activists from Kevin Quinn’s 
preposterous November 9th Society 
whose website claimed that this was 
“one of the most important 
demonstrations that we have held”. 
Given that there is no love lost between 
the November 9th Society and the 
equally tiny BPP following a recent row 
over money, it will be interesting to see 
how the BPP takes Quinn's claim to 
ownership of the demonstration. 

These nazi clowns were joined by a 
contingent of BNP members including 
party veterans Richard Edmonds and 
Derek Beackon, and others from 
Thurrock and Luton. Those from 
Luton included Robert Sheddock, who 
stood for the BNP in the May elections, 
and the local BNP organiser Barry 
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Taylor who, despite his recent spot of 
moonlighting for the rival England 
First Party, used the Luton BNP 
website to issue a “thank you to those 
who took the time to help with our 
activities on Saturday — the efforts of 
both the Luton and Westcroft groups 
was much appreciated — well done!” 

There was also the obligatory turn by 
David Irving’s chief cheerleader Lady 
Michele Renouf, who was the star 
speaker at a small BPP meeting 
afterwards. Peter Rushton of the 
England First Party and Edmonds, who 
has clearly thrown caution to the wind 
and disregarded edicts from BNP head 
quarters proscribing such association, 
joined her and Sid Williamson on the 
platform. 

Photographs of the event were 
quickly posted on both the BPP website 
and the extreme nazi Combat 18 
Guestbook. Prominent among the 
demonstrators was Kevin Watmough, 
operator of the Redwatch hate website, 
which posts details of anti-racists and 
others to intimidate them and worse. 
Watmough mingled freely with 
members of the BNP. Interestingly 
none of the BPP site’s photos included 
Watmough. Could it be that he is 





Pete “Sid” Williamson, BPP national organiser 
Pictures: David Hoffman 


camera shy? And so much for Griffin’s 
prohibition on his members having 
anything to do with Redwatch. 

Others getting in on the act, if not the 
demonstration, are Gareth Hurley’s 
Final Conflict, which is marketing an 
official “Free Ernst Ziindel” badge, with 
the “full permission” of his wife Ingrid 
Rimland, to raise funds for his release. It 
will no doubt become this season's 
essential fashion accessory for the 
discerning fascist eager to advertise his 
or her bigotry. ~= 


























Anger rises in South Africa as killers walk free 


Since soon after the fall of the apartheid regime 
Searchlight has investigated and revealed the 
involvement of former South African security service 
officers in trying to destabilise the new South Africa 
and lend their support to the far right internationally. 
We have exposed plots by the international far right, 
including people and groups in Britain, to plot 
assassinations and economic sabotage. 

Gerry Gable takes up the story. 


outh Africa’s former hardline 

minister of law and order in the 

apartheid era received only a 

suspended sentence at the end 
of his trial last month after a plea 
bargain. Adriaan Vlok’s ten-year 
sentence was suspended for five years 
after he pleaded guilty to the 
attempted murder of a leading black 
activist cleric in 1989 in return for 
the withdrawal of charges of 
conspiracy to murder. 

Vlok oversaw the bombings of the 
Cosatu trade union headquarters in 
Johannesburg in 1987 and the 
headquarters of the South African 
Council of Churches in 1988, for both 
of which he was granted amnesty 
by the South African Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission (TRC) in 
1999. He did not apply for amnesty for 
the attempted murder by poisoning of 
the Reverend Frank Chikane in 1989, 
hence the prosecution. 

Under Vlok’s watch the state 
police and military apparatus carried 

out countless assassinations 
_ of anti-apartheid activists 
», within South Africa and 
on cross-border raids, 
ran dirty-tricks cam- 


Adriaan Vlok, apartheid 
minister who oversaw 

the murderous 
activities of the South 
African police 





paigns and fitted up innocent people. 
They also ran the notorious Vlakplaas 
farm, where opponents of the regime 
were tortured and murdered. 

Vlok is just one among many 
apartheid regime operatives who have 
gone unpunished for their crimes. 
One of them has now become flavour 
of the month in the British National 
Party. Arthur Kemp, a former sergeant 
in the South African Security Police, 
was suspected of organising the 
surveillance of Chris Hani, the leader of 
the South African Communist Party, 
in the weeks leading up to his 
assassination in April 1993. 

In June this year Kemp, whose 586- 
page tome March of the Titans is highly 
praised by Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
was handed the BNP’s_ Excalibur 
merchandise outlet to run alongside 
Nicholla Ritchie. Now Griffin has 
put him in charge of the ideological 
training of the BNP’s_ “voting 
members’ as part of the plan to build a 
new elite within the party loyal to the 
present leadership. This puts Kemp 
among a very small group of Griffin's 
most trusted lieutenants. 

Writing on the BNP website Griffin 
said: “Arthur is a highly skilled and very 
welcome addition to our central team. 
| am delighted to have been able to 
bring him on board and hope he will 
be with us throughout the years of 
decision ahead of us.” 

Kemp's past presents no problem for 
the BNP, which has long made plain its 
regret at the fall of the murderous 
apartheid regime and its hatred for 
Nelson Mandela. The day before a new 
statue to Mandela was unveiled in 
London last month, the BNP website 
described him as “the man convicted 
of terrorist offences’, the “offences” in 
question being acts committed 
during the brave struggle by 

him and other fighters against 


white rule. The BNP’s article included 
a link to what it described as an 
“interesting poster” - the notorious 
“Hang Nelson Mandela” poster 
produced by the rightwing Federation 
of Conservative Students in the 
early 1980s, something that must 
be an acute embarrassment to at 
least one member of the current 
Shadow Cabinet. 

Although Kemp was arrested after 
the Hani murder, he was never 
charged and had no need to apply to 
the TRC for amnesty. The TRC was set 
up after the end of apartheid under 
the chairmanship of Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu to hear evidence from 
victims of apartheid. Perpetrators of 
politically motivated violence could 
also come forward to give testimony 
and request amnesty from 
prosecution, though not all were 
granted it and some ended up being 
prosecuted. It was seen as an 
important means of achieving 
reconciliation between the black and 
white communities. However critics 
point out that the failure to bring 
those who committed human rights 
abuses to justice was more likely to 
hinder reconciliation than help it. 

Some commentators believe that 
there was also pressure from the West, 
that pursuing apartheid criminals 
would deter foreign investment in the 
new South Africa, though South Africa 
had its own economic clout, being rich 
in natural resources. 

Remorse was not a prerequisite for 
amnesty but many who came to the 
TRC pleaded that they were changed 
men after finding religion. Last year 
Vlok washed the feet of Rev Chikane as 
a Christian gesture of atonement, 
something about which Rev Chikane 
himself felt uneasy but was pushed 
into agreeing by ANC government 
members. At the time the South 
African journalist Joe Qwelane, who 
was locked up without charge and 
witnessed savage beatings under 
apartheid, wrote that Vlok’s apology 
was unconvincing. 

The TRC ceased operating in 2003 
leaving many issues unresolved. It is 
now the prerogative of the national 
director of prosecutions to decide 
who to prosecute and who not to 
prosecute for crimes committed by 
both sides during the anti-apartheid 
struggle. Relatives of those who were 
unlawfully killed by the apartheid 


security forces and of those who died 
at the hands of ANC combatants both 
oppose this discretion, each believing 
that only people from their own side 
will be targeted. 

There is a suspicion that some 
members of the ANC government, 
sitting in posts obtained through 
corruption, do not want to rock the 
boat by genuinely seeking justice for 
the victims of apartheid. And some 
ANC figures who also carried out 
crimes against their own people 
appear to have protection from 
powerful politicians. 

On one side is AfriForm, a 
non-governmental organisation 
representing white farmers, some 
of whom do not seem to accept 
that anything has changed since 
apartheid. Black workers have been 
tortured and in some instances killed 
by their white masters. 

Zimbabweans fleeing President 
Mugabe's regime have to cross land 
owned by these farmers, some of 
whom have been taking the law into 
their own hands. Only a handful have 
been arrested and AfriForm has been 
busy supporting them. AfriForm is also 
championing the case of Dirk van Eck, 
an Afrikaner whose wife and children 
were killed by a landmine placed by 
ANC guerrillas at the height of the 
military struggle. Although van Eck 
agreed to a TRC amnesty for the two 
combatants, who are therefore legally 
and justly immune from prosecution, 
his name appeared on nearly every 
placard held by white demonstrators 
outside the court during Vlok’s trial. 

Searchlight stands with all decent 
South Africans, black and white, who 
demand justice for those who died 
and were tortured, with proper 
investigations and_ reinvestigations 
and appropriate punishment for those 
found guilty. 

Chris Hani’s name tops the list of 
those assassinated on state orders. 
Two men, Janusz Walus and Clive 
Derby-Lewis, are serving life 
sentences in South Africa for his 
murder, but others including Kemp 
have escaped justice. 

The fall of the apartheid regime was 
greeted throughout the world with a 
huge amount of hope for the future. 
Since Thabo Mbeki succeeded Nelson 
Mandela as South Africa’s president, 
corruption has grown and much of 
the black population remains in 
severe poverty. 

Last month Hugh Masakela, a 
musician with an _ international 
reputation as one of the world’s 


greatest trumpet players and as a hero 
of the struggle against apartheid, told 
the world that he and many other 
musicians whose music became 
symbols of protest against white 
domination are no longer welcome in 
the new South Africa, because the 
ANC is “terrified” of music as an agent 
of change. 

In an interview with The Times, 
Masakela said, “| am not bitter | am 
disgusted”. He accused the ANC of 
conniving in a “business deal” to bring 
about the end of apartheid that had 
entrenched the power of the elite but 
left most of the population in poverty. 
He agreed with critics of the TRC that 
reconciliation had not happened. 


“What is amazing is how the 
perpetrators [of crimes under 
apartheid] almost reluctantly 


apologised - ‘I’m sorry, forgive me’ -— 


because a deal was there. It's the same 
old story. After the Allies overran 
Germany you couldn't find anybody 
who supported Nazism. It’s the same 
thing in South Africa. You can’t find 
anyone who supported apartheid.” 
But like Germany’s Nazis after the 
war, South Africa’s white supremacists 
are still there and many, like Kemp and 
Lambertus Nieuwhof, who received a 
12-month suspended sentence for 
bombing a South African church 
school and now runs the BNP’s 
internet operations, are still 
promoting the same views around the 
world. One of our most urgent 
concerns is to have these people as 
well as Leonard Veenendaal, a wanted 
white supremacist double murderer 
living in Cambridgeshire whom we 
exposed in our July issue, sent packing 
as soon as possible. ~—g 


Vlakplaas torturer rewarded 


NOT everyone who 
committed human rights 
abuses on behalf of the 
apartheid regime was white. 
Vlakplaas was a remote 
farm that was taken over by 
a combination of govern- 
ment agencies to wage the 
internal and external war 
against the ANC and 
anybody else, black or 
white, battling apartheid. 
Dirk Coetzee, the first 
commander of the covert 
Vlakplaas police unit, set 
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about recruiting black members of his death and torture squads. Coetzee 
received an amnesty from the Truth and Reconciliation Commission for his 


involvement in several crimes. 


Many young black criminals found their way into his squads. One of the 
worst was Joe Mamasela. He had a streak of vicious ruthlessness that endeared 
him to his bosses, and enjoyed inflicting torture and killing people-while he and 
his fellow officers enjoyed a barbecue. It is unlikely anyone will ever know how 
many ANC supporters died at his hands. 

Sometimes he pretended to be an activist with MK, the military wing of the 
ANC. On one occasion he gave dodgy hand-grenades to fighters in Duduza 
township. Several were killed or maimed. 

In 1986 he enticed ten township youth activists, promising to take them to 
Botswana to train with the MK. Before they crossed the border security officers 
ordered them off the vehicle and drugged them. Their bodies were then blown 
up. In 2005 the remains of the youths, who became known as the Mamelodi 10, 
were found and Mamasela admitted his role in the murders. He escaped 
prosecution in return for giving evidence about his colleagues, for which he was 
paid. He remains at liberty, enjoying a luxurious lifestyle, and is believed to be 
running a security company. 

Adriaan Vlok, the police minister at the time the Mamelodi 10 were 
murdered, washed the feet of the victims’ mothers and widows, shortly before 
performing the same act on Reverend Frank Chikane. He described it as a deep 
spiritual experience. However he has always denied responsibility for the acts 
carried out by Vlakplaas and its officers. 








LOUSY FOOD ANDNOWATER 
Welcome to the BNP’s ‘family festival’ 


It was described as “a celebration of the culture of white Europeans” by some 
but according to one eyewitness it was “fairly depressing - an empty field with 
a few rough-looking people in it”. Yes, it was the BNP’s annual Red, White and 
Blue festival, which yet again was a massive flop, reports David Williams. 







gainst overwhelming local 
opposition, this year’s Red, 
White and Blue (RWB) festival 

as held on eight hectares 
(20 acres) of land in Denby Village, near 
Ripley in Derbyshire belonging to BNP 
parish councillor Alan Warner, after 
the British National Party was refused 
its previous venue near Swanley in 
Lancashire. David Shapcott, the former 
organiser of Burnley BNP, was 
in charge, with David Joines acting as 
“site manager” and Martin Reynolds 
running security. 

After much deliberation Amber 
Valley Borough Council gave the event, 
which ran from 3 to 5 August, a drinks 
and entertainment licence after the 
police raised no objection, but imposed 
some stringent conditions, many of 
which the BNP was to flout, including 
playing music on the Sunday. 

Local residents had made it clear 
that they did not want a mass protest, 
which could make martyrs of the BNP. 
Anti-fascists respected their wishes so 
there was no opposition at the site 
except for a lone protester from 
Nottingham who stood on the roadside 
with a placard stating “No to Racism”. 
The message was lost on one carload of 
BNP supporters who shouted “Sieg 
Heil” at a passer-by. 

The site was totally unsuited not 
only for the BNP jamboree, but for any 
such event. Not that the BNP cared 
about the opinions of local residents. 
The organisers took two weeks to 
prepare the site, causing considerable 
disruption. The noise was significant 
and on the Friday night the event 
was hit with a noise abatement order. 
Police who telephoned Shapcott on the 
official contact number for the festival 
encountered an individual said to have 
been “paralytic”, one local source told 
Searchlight. It was not until the 


The Odal Rune is a popular symbol of the most extreme nazi groups worldwide. So what was 





it doing towering over the festival of a BNP that claims not to be nazi? 





following day that noise abatement 
officers entered the site by which time it 
was obviously too late. 

Warner wilfully disregarded entreaties 
from Norma Poxton, owner of the 
neighbouring PJ’s Livery Stables, who 
feared the event would cause anguish to 
the horses. Warner, who has been 
engaged in a long-running dispute with 
her, even told the BNP that the premises 
were unoccupied. When the firework 
display started, courtesy of the inept 
Stuart Russell, the BNP’s press officer, 
a stallion went berserk and a mare in foal 
was caused serious distress. 

The BNP security team, which 
Warner boasted would be 60-strong, 
failed to keep order. The hedgerows 
were used as a lavatory while four 
drunken youths made merry in one of 
the paddocks discarding their glass 
bottles. The security team appears to 
have been more interested in filming 
passers-by including local pensioners. 
One security man, on site in the week 
before the festival, photographed a 
Guardian reporter and threatened to 


post the picture on the nazi Redwatch 
hate site. 

Even by the BNP standards this 
year’s RWB was an unbelievable flop. 
Contrary to BNP claims party members 
did not exactly come from far and wide — 
with only one coach hired from “Crawley 
Coaches”. Labour party — spotters 
estimated 500-600 participants, stating 
that a figure of 800 would be “incredibly 
generous”. By 3pm on the Saturday, with 
the event well under way, there were only 
250 to 300 people present. 

Around 50 of them spent the day 
draining the beer tent of its supplies. 
Some slinked off to the local pub to 
drown their sorrows, presumably bored 
stiff by the event. A few were clearly in 
their element. As one supporter emailed 
Searchlight, “bnp rwb weekend was 
brilliant no ethnic scum to spoil it,” 
just in case we had misunderstood what 
the party was about. 

Many were less than impressed with a 
military surplus stall, replete with Bren 
gun, a coconut shy, a crockery smashing 
stall, dodgems and the expensively hired 


Ferris wheel, much trumpeted by the 
BNP. The children probably fared 
better, with a bouncy castle and a range 
of other activities to keep them amused 
while their parents attended political 
meetings or took part in tug-of-war and 
a five-a-side football competition run 
by the South Birmingham organiser 
Mike Bell. 

One thing on which all were agreed 
was that the food was lousy, for which 
Chris Vanns, the pugnacious looking 
Burnley BNP organiser, can take full 
credit. Most criticism was directed at 
the inflated ticket prices, lack of 
washing facilities and the fact that 
the event soon ran out of drinks 
on the hottest day of the year leaving a 
crowd of thirsty fascists already irritable 
from the lack of sleep many suffered at 
the hands of a number of younger 
alcohol-fuelled revellers staying up all 
hours — so much for the advertised 
“family festival”. 

The weekend included a number of 
political meetings including a “Q&A” 
session and a “weakest link” 
competition. Chris Beverley was given 
the party’s councillor of the year award 
while Alwyn Deacon, the festival's 
licensee, was activist of the year. 
Rumour has it that Andrew Spence, the 
BNP’s candidate in the Sedgefield by- 


award but it was hurriedly withdrawn 
(see accompanying story). 

Patrick Harrington tried desperately 
to drum up support for the dismal fiasco 
that is his version of Solidarity, the BNP 
trade union. A small number of overseas 
extremists paid a visit, including 
Marc Abramsson, chairman of the 
Swedish National Democrats, and an 
as yet unidentified individual from 
the anti-Islamic “pro-Kéln” movement 
in Germany. Also there was Arthur 
Kemp, the party's Rhodesian-born 
ideological enforcer who is now helping 
Nicholla Ritchie to run the BNP’s 
merchandising arm, Excalibur. 

If there was a musical highlight of the 
weekend it was not, whatever his 
sycophants might say, the execrable 
singing of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader. Nor was it Colin Auty’s racist 
folk style or the Frank Sinatra “tribute” 
act. And most certainly it was not the 
gob-smacking sight of Mike Howson 
and Michael Simpkins of Corsham 
BNP performing as a barbershop duo. 

The dubious honour belonged to 
Traven Tucker a Texan country-rock 
musician. Tucker, a regular at this type 
of event, also finds favour with the 
former Ku Klux Klan leader and 
virulent antisemite David Duke, who is 


a close friend of Griffin. Among the 
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A“hog roast” advertised as the 
“chairman's choice’, perhaps in nostalgia 
for a more openly antisemitic period in 
Nick Griffin's life when he kept two pigs 
named Anne and Frank 


Great White Records operation are two 
by Tucker. 

Having ridden roughshod over 
the wishes of local residents Warner, 
who defected to the BNP from 
the Conservatives, refused to take 
responsibility for his actions and failed 
to turn up at the meeting of Denby 
Parish Council the following day, 
6 August. 

Despite such a dismal weekend, 
which the BNP claimed was “fantastic”, 
the party has promised to be back 





election, was supposed to receive an 


More black and blue 
than red, white, blue 


THE RWB WAS once again the scene of a violent drunken 
fracas, which resulted in the British National Party 
snatching defeat from the jaws of victory. It was brawling 
at the 2003 event that led to the expulsion of the BNP’s 
new Burnley councillor Luke Smith. This year it was 
Andrew Spence who in the short space of six months went 
from hero to zero within the party. 

Spence was the best the BNP could muster as a “celebrity 
candidate”. A farmer from Consett, Co Durham, Spence 
was one of the leaders of the fuel protests that paralysed 
the country in 2001. After drifting in and out of the UK 
Independence Party, Spence threw in his lot with the BNP 
and stood as its candidate in the Sedgefield by-election in 
July. He came fourth, producing the BNP’s_ best 
parliamentary by-election result with 2,494 votes (8.9%), 
saving his deposit. The BNP was delighted. But within less 
than a month everything had gone horribly wrong. 

On the Saturday night of the RWB Spence, allegedly 
drunk, became embroiled in an argument with the BNP’s 
treasurer John Walker over a demand that the BNP foot the 
bill for his car tyres that he claimed were slashed during 
the election campaign. According to eyewitnesses Mark 


mere five albums sold by the BNP’s 


next year. ~= 


Collett, the BNP’s head of publicity, fuelled the argument 
with his goading and sniping. Spence went for Walker, 
knocking him to the ground. Then Collett belted Spence 
from behind before running out of the tent in a most 
undignified manner. 

The leadership sided with Collett and BNP security 
escorted Spence from the site. Spence resigned though 
claimed he had done so before the RWB. Always desperate 
to have the last word the BNP insisted he was sacked. 
Whatever the truth Spence seems to have left the party 
after belatedly realising that “the BNP are not the party | 
thought they were”. 

Collett, to the outrage of many BNP members, who 
blame him for inflaming the situation, has again avoided 
any sanction. “Personally | find Collett to be a sneering 
little creep who has a knack of winding people up,’ was 
one of the more polite comments posted. Despite his 
incompetence not to mention a personality that acts as a 
wrecking ball within the BNP, Nick Griffin, the party leader, 
continues to stand by him. 

The BNP leadership desperately tried to play down the 
incident. Stuart Russell, the BNP’s hapless press officer, 
claimed to journalists that it was an internal matter of no 
consequence. But within days of the incident Scott McLean, 
the BNP’s deputy chairman, quit his post, apparently 
appalled at Collett’s behaviour. Furiously trying to spin 
events Griffin claimed that it was not an acrimonious 
departure and that the post of deputy chairman was due to 
be abolished anyway. How very convenient. 








: Campaigning 


Theyearanead 


Nick Lowles looks at the year ahead and stresses the 
need to improve our campaigning in order to keep 





the BNP in check. 


There were few smiles as first Nick 
Griffin, the BNP leader, rose to speak, 
then Eddy Butler, the party's national 
elections officer. Around the table 
were gathered the leaders of the 
British National Party, key regional 
organisers and _ those involved 
centrally in the election campaign. 
They were meeting to analyse the 
party’s performance in the May local 
elections. 

A week before the polls the BNP had 
confidently predicted it would win 30 
to 60 local council seats. In the event 
the party won just nine, one more 
than it lost. Even the BNP leadership 
admitted it was a poor result. 

“Our opponents have now worked 
out how to keep us out,’ the audience 
were told. “In key wards we were out- 
organised. In many cases we have a 
very good base vote, but to win we 
need a spike of support on top. As a 
direct result of our repeated electoral 
success, in particular our pioneering 
use of postal votes in our crushing by- 
election victory in Barking three years 
ago, the Labour Party has undergone a 
paradigm shift in the effectiveness of 
its election machine. They and their 
union allies are now capable of out- 
organising us in a limited number of 
places, thereby cutting off the top 
of our support spike. 

“It was this ability, carefully targeted, 
that held us back from winning in 
several dozen wards in May.’ 

May seems a long time ago now. 
These elections are now history and 
the battleground has already moved 
on. If anyone believes the BNP has 
been beaten they are gravely wrong. 
In areas where anti-BNP groups and 
political parties took the BNP seriously 
the fascists were beaten, and beaten 
well. In areas where the old dogma of 
ignoring the BNP prevailed, principally 
in the East Midlands, the BNP 
performed very well. 

Over the next 12 months there will 


be new challenges and an increased 
threat. The BNP is attempting to learn 
from its recent political failures in time 
for next year’s local elections. 
The London Assembly — elections, 
contested under proportional repres- 
entation, will give the BNP a real 
chance of securing a seat, and if there 
is a general election the BNP is likely to 
field a record number of candidates in 
what the party is likely to treat as a dry 
run for the elections for the much 
coveted seats in the European 
Parliament in June 2009. 

In facing these new threats there 
can be no room for complacency. 
We need to build on this year’s results, 
further improve our campaigning 
techniques and mobilise even more 
people to get out and vote. 


Lessons 

It is clear that the BNP is attempting to 
learn the lessons of last May. At the 
election analysis meeting the BNP 
leadership discussed quite openly the 
shortcomings of their own operation 
and discussed strategies to overcome 
these. If the BNP can find a way to put 
these ideas into action — after all it has 
promoted them before but the rank 
and file membership have been 
unwilling or unable to carry them out 
- then we will be facing a more 
determined BNP effort. 

The BNP does not admit it 
overstretched itself in putting forward 
over 700 candidates in May though it 
recognises that it needs to widen the 
number of wards it targets intensively. 
It also intends to focus more directly 
on people with postal votes. In the first 
instance it wants to try to reduce the 
number of people using postal votes 
by means of a scare leaflet later this 
autumn which will claim that there is 
a high chance of one's postal 
votes being stolen or manipulated. 
Then, during the election campaign 
itself, the BNP wants to ensure that 




















Box 1 
BNP and general elections Trends: UK 1979 - 2005 
1979 1983 1987 1992 1997 2001 2005 
Voters (000s) - = : 70 358 47.1 192.7 
% vote 5 : 5 0.0 0.1 0.2 0.7 
Seats won : . 5 0 0 0 0 
Candidates - - - 13 57 33 119 
Deposits saved - - - 0 3 5 34 





local units properly target postal 
voters before they vote, which has not 
happened in the past. 

There will also be a greater effort to 
identify BNP voters and get them out 
to vote, another admission that 
despite talk over several years 
stressing the importance of 
canvassing and Voter ID work, most 
branches fail to do such work. We are 
likely to see a bigger profile for the 
BNP campaign, Operation White Vote. 

However, the key work being 
promoted by the leadership will be an 
extension of community politics - 
clearing up litter and getting 
involved in drug rehabilitation and 
youth groups, local festivals and 
neighbourhood watch — schemes. 
Not only does this raise the profile of 
the BNP and its potential election 
candidates but, and probably more 
importantly, it gives a positive image 
of the party which contrasts greatly 
with the negative anti-BNP literature 
that is widely circulated. 

To assist with this work Mark Collett 
and the BNP publicity department 
have committed themselves to 
producing a monthly leaflet with 
space for local community activities 
and feedback forms. But given that he 
was unable to supply many BNP 
branches with their targeted glossy 
leaflets during the election campaign 
—a widely held gripe that was raised at 
the meeting but largely brushed aside 
by Griffin — it is still uncertain whether 
the new leaflets will materialise. 

In addition to a more effective 
BNP campaign, we will also face 
more difficult elections. The London 
Assembly elections will be contested 
under a form of PR and with 5% of 
the London-wide vote guaranteeing 
representation it is going to be a tall 
order to keep the BNP out. In 2004 the 
BNP was just 5,000 votes short of 
gaining a seat, with 90,365 votes 
(4.8%). The election was held on the 


same day as the European elections 
which obviously boosted the UK 
Independence Party, which polled 
156,780 votes (8.18%), securing two 
seats in the London Assembly. Since 
2004 the BNP has emerged as a 
significant political force in outer east 
London while the UKIP has declined, 
and the BNP will surely be looking to 
eat into the UKIP vote. 

The general election, likely to be 
held in spring, will present advantages 
and disadvantages for the BNP. It is 
likely to field many more candidates 
than in 2005 and save a greater 
number of deposits. The free mail drop 
and party political broadcasts will get 
the BNP message into many more 
households than in a local election 
when leaflets have to be delivered 
through the door by activists and this 
will greatly increase the party's profile 
ahead of the European elections. 

The party’s key targets will be 
Barking and Dagenham in_ east 
London, all three Stoke-on-Trent seats 
and West Bromwich West in the West 
Midlands, and Dewsbury and Morley 
and Outwood in West Yorkshire. 

There are also likely to be as many as 
25 constituencies where the BNP vote 
will be bigger than the margin of 
victory. This will be a_ particular 
problem for the Conservatives who 
will be competing with the BNP for 
those people who are angry with 
Labour's immigration policy. 

However, the BNP is likely to be 
squeezed by the major political 
parties in many constituencies around 
the country and outside its key targets 
it will find it difficult to establish a 
profile. If the general election is on the 
same day as the local elections it will 
be even harder for the BNP. 


Our response 

The BNP will undoubtedly put in place 
a better election operation next year 
than this and we will need to continue 





Tom Watson MP prepares to help distribute 
45,000 newspapers 





improving to ensure that it fails to 
make any significant breakthrough. 
It is not a matter of radically altering 
our campaigning strategy but of 
expanding it. We won this year 
because the political parties rose to 
the challenge, their candidates 
worked harder over a longer period 
and re-engaged_ with __ voters. 
Complimenting them was Searchlight, 
trade unions and local anti-BNP 
groups which delivered targeted anti- 
BNP material, operated phone banks 
and knocked up anti-BNP voters. 

One of the most successful elements 
of the campaign was the local specific 
leaflets that Searchlight produced for 
some candidates. Everywhere where 
these were produced, including 15 of 
the most vulnerable wards, the BNP 
was defeated. 

Tom Watson, the MP for West 
Bromwich East, believes that it was 
this partnership that helped drive 
down the BNP vote in Sandwell 
considerably. “Searchlight worked 


closely with us and inspired us to work B= 





harder. The Sandwell Day of Action 
[when 220 people delivered 45,000 
newspapers] gave us the extra push 
to defeat the BNP. In addition, the 
story about local BNP criminality, 
which was on the front page of the 
paper, really resonated with people 
who might have previously voted for 
the BNP. I'm still getting people in my 
constituency telling me that they liked 
what the BNP say on many issues but 
didn’t vote for them because of their 
sinister side.” 

The role of the trade unions too was 
vital in many areas this year. They were 
more integrated into the overall anti- 
BNP campaign than in previous years 
and this paid off politically. 

Hard work, engaging with voters and 
year-long campaigning appears a 
simple recipe for defeating the BNP. 
However, if we are honest there are still 
too many areas where this is not being 
done. Too many local political parties 
merely pay lip service to good cam- 
paigning and not enough local anti- 





Box 2 


2004 London Assembly election: 
BNP and UKIP vote (party list only) 














Constituency BNP UKIP Combined 

Barnet & Camden 3.0 5.9 8.9 

Bexley & Bromley 6.8 0 sO 204 

| | Brent & Harrow 2. 5.8 8.5 

5 “ae | CCity& East 8.1 Eee ow 
y Croydon & Sutton 43°" "10.3- 146 
Ealing & Hillingdon 5.6 9.1 14.7 

Enfield & Haringey # 43 eho AVES 

Greenwich & Lewisham 6.4 918 sel6,2 

Havering & Redbridge 8.1 TS Orame Ze: 


BNP groups are working on the estates 
where the BNP gathers its support. 

To keep one step ahead of the BNP 
we need to ensure that this strategy is 
followed through. To help with this 
Searchlight will be holding a series of 
seminars across the country, including 
an organisers’ school aimed at political 
activists and local anti-BNP groups. 

There will be a special focus on 
London in the run-up to the London 
Assembly elections, more of which will 
be revealed in Searchlight over the 
next few months. We will also 
formalise our general election strategy 
which will recognise the limitations of 
anti-BNP campaigning in a general 
election but will focus on the core 
areas, not only to limit the BNP vote 
but to use the election as a Voter ID- 
gathering exercise that will be vital in 
subsequent local elections. 

Much of our work over the coming 
12 months will form a prelude to the 
major battle in the European election 
campaign. Let there be no mistake 





Lambeth & Southwark 2.9 5.4 8.3 
Merton & Wandsworth 3.3 6.1 9.4 





North East 4.1 6.9 11.0 
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about the seriousness of these 
elections. If the BNP wins seats in the 
European Parliament, it will have 
made its political breakthrough. 
The financial and political benefits will 
mean that we will forever find it 
difficult to push the BNP back into the 
margins. What we do now will impact 
on those elections. This May the BNP 
vote fell in many of the party's key 
areas. If we can continue this then we 
can prevent the BNP from achieving 
any success in 2009. If we let up then 
the BNP will get MEPs elected. 

Griffin and Butler compared their 
struggle with the life cycle of bacteria. 
By defeating the BNP this year, they 
claimed, we would suffer as the party 
came back stronger “more virulent” 
than before. 

The analogy is fitting. The BNP is a 
bacterium that constantly needs 
defeating and like bacteria the 
consequences of not ridding our 
society of the BNP could be very 
dangerous indeed. ~a 


GET INVOLVED 


If you want to get in touch with 
local anti-BNP group then visit 
YAMA Ante) oX-lareddit-1¢-melge ROL Ga 
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recap 


EARLIER THIS YEAR Searchlight 
teamed up with the Daily Mirror and 
several national trade unions to 
organise a Hope not Hate tour 
of the country. A 15-day bus 
journey from London to 
Glasgow visited almost 30 
locations where the BNP was 
trying to spread its poison. 

We met boxers such as Amir Khan and musicians including the 
Proclaimers, Sugarbabes and Beverley Knight. We visited the sets of 
The Bill, Coronation Street, Hollyoaks and Emmerdale. 

Just as importantly we met up with community groups and 
projects on the very estates where the BNP had benefited in 
the past. 

Complementing the high profile media campaign was 
Searchlight’s most intensive and targeted operation on the 
ground. In addition to producing over one million general 
leaflets and newspapers we focused most of our activity in 
70 key council wards that faced the highest threat. More than 
220 people delivered 45,000 newspapers in Sandwell in one day, telephone 
canvassing and direct mail brought out the anti-BNP vote and in Yorkshire a year- 
long campaign mobilised trade unionists as never before. 

The campaign culminated in a second Searchlight-sponsored Hope not Hate 
supplement in the Daily Mirror, which included an open letter calling on readers to 
reject the BNP’s politics of hate. The letter was signed by over 80 celebrities, including 
key Chelsea footballers, Jamie Oliver, Kelly Holmes, Alan Sugar and Richard Branson. 

The campaign had a huge impact. The BNP retained only one of the nine seats it 
was defending and ended up with a net 
gain of one seat, which fell to zero within 
days when the BNP expelled one of its 
councillors from the party. 

Searchlight and Consequential films 
have produced a 10-minute DVD on the 
Hope not Hate tour. Perfect for branch 
meetings and community groups, this 
DVD can be purchased from Searchlight 
for £10. 
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Hope not hate on Yorkshire Day 


By Lorraine Fitzsimons and Paul Meszaros 


n 1 August people across our 

region celebrate Yorkshire Day. 

It provides an opportunity to 

celebrate all that is great about 
our county. More importantly Yorkshire 
Day has given us an excellent platform 
for campaigning against the British 
National Party. 

Defeating the BNP requires year 
round campaigning. The BNP’s 
strategy is to work in communities 
continually, maintaining a steady drip of 
racist explanations for real problems. 
BNP councillors and candidates are 
becoming more proactive in supporting 
worthy causes and staging campaigns, 
and are quick to mop up any ensuing 
publicity and support. We need to get 
strong messages out through the year 
and be responsive to community issues, 
which can be very pressing. The BNP 
use problems to fuel racism and tension, 
while too many on the left are reluctant 
to admit anything is going on. Our task 
is to maintain a positive message while 
not ducking the tricky stuff. 

The sentiments of Yorkshire Day, as 
with St George’s Day previously 
featured in a Searchlight leaflet, are all 
about pride. Pride in our communities is 
normal, or should be. People are happier 
when they have a strong sense of place 
and like their environment. It is only 
when all is not well, or they have a sense 
of shame, or life is unfair, that this pride 
comes under threat. This negative 
outlook leaves the way open to the BNP 
to stir up trouble — but recognition and 
constructive problem solving from a real 
political party can plug the gap too. 

Third-party campaigning, whilst 
important, is by its very nature 
insufficient to beat a political, that is, an 
electoral threat. The electorate cannot 
vote for anti-fascism, voters have to find 
another party that is best placed to see 
off the fascists — and this party can vary 
from ward to ward. 

Cross-party working in our part of 
the world has been most effective with 
the Labour Party. In most of the wards 
we work, elections have become a 
straight fight between Labour and the 
BNP. It has previously sometimes been 
difficult to convince Labour councillors 
and activists that they need to challenge 





the BNP head on. — 
However the old 
argument of ignor- 
ing the fascists has 
been discredited. 
Recent election 
results have shown 
clearly the advan- 
tage of those who 
oppose fascism 
working _ together 
to defeat the BNP 
and win seats. 

So, year round campaigning and anti- 
BNP Labour material was put to the 
test last year with our first Yorkshire 
Day leaflet. Twelve thousand leaflets 
carrying a very positive equality 
message went out in Bradford South, 
promoting Labour and condemning the 
BNP. This played well to the public, and 
also bolstered local Labour activists’ 
confidence and energies in getting busy 
in their communities. 

Yorkshire Day 2007 was a much 
bigger affair. Forty-two thousand 
localised leaflets went out in 13 wards 
across Kirklees, Bradford, Scarborough, 
Rotherham and Sheffield. Yorkshire 
Day received sturdy support from the 
unions we work with — particularly 
Amicus, Unison, GMB, Community 
and the Yorkshire TUC -— and many 
leafleting events were boosted by willing 
trade union helpers. We are delighted to 
have achieved a much wider reach and 
hope this will encourage more year- 
round campaigning and strengthen links 
between anti-fascism and the wider 
labour movement. 

Yorkshire Day looks set to be an 
annual and growing outing. 

One leaflet can only achieve so much, 
and our notions of Yorkshire pride may 
be exaggerated and romantic. But we 
have seen some culture shifts through 
this kind of work. In Tong, a ward in 
Bradford South, anti-fascist leafleters 
used to be chased off the streets, racist 
attacks were common on the estates and 
the BNP vote peaked at 32% in 2006. 
Labour councillors in this ward have 
taken a strong anti-BNP stance in their 
literature, as well as working hard in the 
ward all year round and tackling tricky 
issues head on. In 2007 the BNP vote fell 
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by over 10% and Labour defeated the 
fascists with a resounding 800 majority. 

Less than a fortnight after Yorkshire 
Day, the local paper reported another 
racist attack on an Indian family 
returning to live in Tong. The Bradford 
family’s house and car was daubed with 
racist and neo-nazi slogans and swastikas 
within a week of their arrival. Yet the 
local, predominantly white, community 
was quick to defend them with a petition 
condemning the vandals. One resident 
from Bierley said, “This kind of hatred 
doesn't stop here. It affects everyone. It is 
a form of pollution. If good people do 
nothing, evil prevails. Everyone here is 
unanimous in condemning this and we 
feel we should stand up and be counted.” 
The spirit of Yorkshire Day is alive and 
well on Bierley estate. 

Hope Not Hate Yorkshire would like 
to place on record our appreciation of 
all the hard work done by the Labour 
councillors in Tong. By working 
together we have stopped the BNP in 
its tracks. As we can see, community- 
based, trade union led anti-BNP 
work has proved to be the key to chal- 
lenging and overcoming the scourge 
of racism. ~= 


Hope Not Hate Yorkshire 
organises campaigns against 
the BNP across Yorkshire, 
working alongside other 
political parties, affiliated 
unions and Yorkshire TUC. 
Contact us at 
hq@hopeyorks.org.uk 
Electronic versions of the Yorkshire 
Day leaflets are available. 
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IT IS NOT EASY being an anti-fascist in 
Russia at the moment. We are under 
constant attack from racists and 
fascists and we receive little or no 
protection from the authorities. 
Several of our activists have been 
murdered in recent years and even 
when the attackers are caught they 


often walk free with suspended 
sentences. 
The rapid decline of Russia's 


fledgling democracy, marked by gross 
violations of human rights during the 
government's Chechen campaigns, 
the granting by parliament of 
unprecedented powers to the secret 
service, the abolition of elected 
executives (governors, mayors etc), 
the introduction of censorship and 
political show-trials and murders have 
changed the political atmosphere. 
This has enabled nazis and_ their 
extreme-rightist allies to stage 
campaigns as well as using nationalism 
as an alibi to commit murders, many of 
which go unpunished. 

Outside Russia, this is not always easy 
to grasp. 

In the heroic stories about the Great 
Patriotic War of 1941-1945 against the 
Nazis that flicker almost nightly on 
Russian television screens, it is 
nowadays hard to find any other 
motives described than “defending 
the motherland”, 

Unfortunately, there are few 
eyewitnesses left who can describe 
the genuine anti-fascist enthusiasm 
they felt for the Republican cause in 
the Spanish Civil War or spell out the 
common conviction, held during 
the Second World War, that the Nazis 
intended to enslave and exterminate 
Russian citizens as subhumans and 








WENEED... 


YOURHELP 


“International support is vital and valued” 
explains St Petersburg anti-fascist activist Bruno Garmson 


explain how, therefore, the anti-fascist 
struggle was above all a battle of 
humanity against fascist barbarism. 

Today's Russian nazis use official 
nationalist myths about the war both 
as proof of Russia's superiority and as 
an example of how the Stalin regime 
misled the whole Russian people, 
sacrificing millions of soldiers and 
civilians against Hitler's anti-Bolshevik 
crusade to “liberate” the Russians. 
Ignorance about Soviet history, lack of 
a proper analysis of the theory and 
practice of fascism and the reduction 
of the term “anti-fascism” to mean 
simply a nationalistic fight against the 
enemies of Russia make it difficult to 
oppose such obvious lies. 

Real —_anti-fascism, — challenging 
nationalism and facing down nazism, 
is a risky course of action. Such 
“dissident” behaviour is viewed as 
“suspicious opposition” to the policies 
of President Vladimir Putin and the 
state. Any person displaying such 
behaviour is regarded as an “extremist”, 
like the nazis. Openly opposing fascism 
means being targeted by the violent 
gangs of nazis who patrol the streets of 
Russia's cities looking for victims to 
attack in broad daylight. 

Young anti-fascists have started to 
fight back. The courageous stance of 
young Russian anti-fascists against 
the growing street violence by nazi 
gangs is often the subject of court 
proceedings, which have proved 
inconsistent. The outcome of trials 
of nazi killers tends to depend on 
what charges are brought by the 
public prosecutors: almost always 
hooliganism (violently disrupting 
public order) or being involved in 
hooliganism. 


There is no real pressure from the 
Kremlin or Duma (parliament) on 
public prosecutors to use hate crime 
charges and there is a widespread 
practice of negotiation between 
judges, prosecutors and defence 
lawyers to achieve cooperation in 
trials. Finally and crucially, there is 
a lack of pressure from anti-fascists 
who, because there is no deeply 
rooted democratic culture, rarely 
get involved with investigations or 
court proceedings. 

Here in St Petersburg, anti-fascists 
have actively helped the public 
prosecutors as expert witnesses since 
the early 1990s and have run some 
successful campaigns. The nazis 
reacted by murdering Nikolai Girenko 
in 2004, then the most visible anti- 
fascist specialist supporting the public 
prosecutors in cases against fascists. 

Now a younger generation of 
anti-fascists is emerging to oppose 
the nazis in the courts and on the 
streets. Their battles are essential — 
the alternative is capitulation — but 
expensive. It costs a great deal of 
money to participate in court 
proceedings even when the lawyers 
act pro bono. In the case against the 
murderers of Timur Kacharava, anti- 
fascist funding enabled his family and 
friends to help put away his killers. 

In Russia, there are no big trade 
unions, labour movements or long- 
standing anti-racist structures with 
democratic anti-fascist traditions that 
we can turn to for help. As a result, we 
depend on ourselves and the anti- 
fascist movement internationally. 

Support from our brothers, sisters, 
comrades and friends abroad is ever 
more vital and valued. ~a 







killing goes on 


By Graeme Atkinson 












ne of the most gruesome (non- Whether the NSPR was invented for 
war) news stories of recent years | the occasion is not known but the 
hit the international media in ability of this self-styled “military 
mid-August. Two masked and vanguard” to circulate the film to a 
camouflaged members of a previously plethora of fascist groups indicates 
unknown organisation calling itself the | some degree of prior contact. A note 
National Socialist Party of Russia with the film called for the resignation 
(NSPR) had bound and gagged two of President Vladimir Putin and the 
men, one from Dagestan and the other _ establishment of a government headed 
from Tajikistan, in a forest and forced by Dmitri Rumyantsev, leader of the 
them to their knees beneath a large Nazi National Socialist Society. It also 
flag. Then they beheaded one and shot demanded the release of Maxim 
the other in the head. Martsinkevich, head of another nazi 
The killers posted film of their grisly group called Format 18, who is being 
deed on the internet via other Russian held on charges of inciting ethnic 
fascist websites. So brutal was the hatred and violence. 
imagery, which was accompanied by a The video's appearance coincided with 
heavy metal soundtrack, that at first it the terror bombing and derailment of 
was thought a fake. Subsequent the Moscow to St Petersburg Neva 
investigation by experts concluded that Express train, which injured 27 people 
the footage was definitely genuine. on 14 August. Nationalist extremists 
On 16 August, the Russian Interior are among the chief suspects and the 
Ministry announced the arrest of the police have questioned members of 
alleged source of the video clip and said the Novgorod branch of the fascist 
he would be charged with inciting racial | Movement Against Illegal Immigration. 
enmity. Viktor Milkov, a 23-year-old Whether there is a direct link 
student who has been posting nazi between the execution video and the 
material on the web for two years, is said train bombing is impossible to say but 
to be a member of the NSPR. what is clear is that the cold-blooded 
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killing is the latest in a series of 
murderous assaults by nazis against 
Russian nationals and immigrants. 
The main targets are people from the 
southern and central Asian republics of 
the former Soviet Union, Roma, Jews, 
gays, lesbians, foreign students from 
Asia, Africa and Latin America, and 
increasingly human rights activists and 
anti-fascist campaigners. There is also a 
growing tendency for the perpetrators 
to glorify their crimes through mobile 
phone videos and on the internet. 

Maureen Byrnes, executive director of 
Human Rights First, said, “Racist 
violence has long been a serious problem 
in the Russian Federation, but if the 
horrific acts in these videos are authentic, 
they mark a disturbing new escalation’. 

The accelerating racist and fascist 
violence in Russia today is a cause for 
concern internationally. While the 
Russian authorities do not compile hate 
crime statistics, let alone issue them, 
the Moscow-based SOVA Centre, 
Russia’s leading independent monitoring 
body, follows and analyses the trends. 
The centre documents at least 31 racist 
murders in 2005 and hate-motivated 
attacks on 415 individuals. In 2006, it 
logged 541 cases of violent hate-based 
assault, including 54 murders. 

The rise has continued since then. 
During the first seven months of 
this year SOVA recorded 310 violent 
racist attacks on individuals in which 
37 people died. In Moscow alone, 
24 people have been murdered and 
93 injured, and in St Petersburg, five 
murdered and 63 injured. 

Other cities have not escaped the 
violence. In Nizhny Novgorod, at least 
34 people have been injured in recent 
months at the hands of the skinhead 
gangs that have consolidated 
themselves there. And foreign students 
have been murdered in Voronezh, a 
main stronghold of Russia’s estimated 
70,000 skinheads. 

Although it is difficult to assess the 
exact scale of racist and fascist violence 
as most attacks go unreported, the 
SOVA Centre has spotted another 
worrying phenomenon. Violence 
against young anti-fascists, alternative 
youth subcultures and progressive 
campaigns increased so drastically in 
spring and summer this year that it can 
only be the result of a conscious 
decision by Russia's fascists to wage war 
on those most likely to resist. 

In the early morning of 21 July, for 
example, a mob of nazi skinheads 
launched a vicious unprovoked attack 
on an anti-nuclear protest camp in 
Angarsk, Siberia. The nazis violently 
attacked activists in their sleeping bags 
and tents with iron rods, knives and air 
guns. One of the campers, 21-year-old 


Ilya Borodaenko, suffered a head 
wound and later died in hospital. 
At least nine others, one of whom had 
both legs broken, were seriously injured. 
This attack followed one a few days 
earlier by a squad of 20 nazis on a 
group of youngsters providing food for 
the homeless in Novosibirsk, resulting 
in serious injuries to a 13-year-old 
boy who happened to be walking by. 
The “Food not Bombs” activities 
organised by anti-fascists and anarchists 
are often a focal point for nazi violence. 

In Moscow and St Petersburg, it is 
increasingly dangerous for young people 


to display anti-fascist emblems because | 


such symbols immediately put them in 
the sights of the enemy. 

Most fascist violence goes unopposed 
and unreported. The response of the 
Russian authorities has been weak and 
largely ineffective because criminal 
justice officials and prosecutors only 
pursue a minority of cases. Even when 
they act, they only lay charges of 
hooliganism instead of prosecuting 
under Article 282 of the Criminal Code, 
which covers hate crimes. The anti- 
fascist movement, meanwhile, is 
courageous but heavily outnumbered. 

Rachel Denber, deputy director of the 
Europe and Central Asia division of 
Human Rights Watch, says that 
labelling violent . hate crimes as 
“hooliganism” conceals their existence 
and makes them hard to track. It also 
leads to soft sentencing in the courts. 

At the beginning of August, Alexander 
Barkashov, founder of the outlawed nazi 
Russian National Unity, was handed a 
two-year suspended sentence for leading a 
ferocious attack on a police officer in 
2005. Barkashov and three of his fellow 
nazis had battered their victim with 
shovels after they found him filming 
Barkashov’s house. Although a Moscow 
region prosecutor demanded a four-year 
custodial sentence, Barkashov walked free 
from the court. Barkashov, who makes no 
effort to hide his flagrant nazism and was 
clearly motivated by deep-seated hatred, 
was mainly charged with “hooliganism”, 
of which he was acquitted. 

The justice system's lack of consistency 
was revealed again in August when a 
St Petersburg court sentenced Andrei 
Shabalin to 12 years in prison for 
stabbing the anti-fascist activist Timur 
Kacharava to death and attempting to 
murder Maxim Zgibai in a mob attack 
in 2005. Shabalin and six other men 
were found guilty of “hooliganism” 
and inciting racial hatred. Three were 
given two-year jail sentences and the 
remainder received suspended terms. 
The leniency of the sentences given 
to Shabalin’s homicidal accomplices 
left Kacharava’s mother and friends 
bewildered. 


2 2s 7 e 
Russia’s fascists 
Skinheads: The major force behind 
hate crimes in Russia. Numbers are 
cia parcuecre ye 740, 0018) 


DPNI: The Movement Against Illegal 
Tanvaalielecierea) (Blan) elaalte;ey cas 
minorities through its website and 
publications. Founded in July 2002, its 
5,000 members are led by Aleksandr 
istoi(ony, (e)(elde|gae)) =) (ejaaaicie aelcianloliaceys 
the ultra-nationalist Pamyat. It was 
active in the September 

2006 anti-Caucasian 

falelatare) ay ceratele) efeye re) 

Elavelciaie vie) sla igaaicce| 

militia in June 2007. 


Slavic Union: A split-off from the 
banned nazi Russian National Unity, 
the Slavic Union is led by Dmitri 
Demushkin. It boasts of having 5,000 
members in the Moscow area alone. 


Format 18: : 
Maxim“Hatchet” => 
Martsinkevich 

(pictured), a violent 

thug, leads this 

Jofeyat=ialer-fe nel cele) ol wViai (alg 
celebrated Hitler’s birthday 

in Moscow on 21 April. He was 
arrested last year and charged 
with incitement. He has also been 
accused of robbery and murder. 


National Socialist Society (NSO): 
Led by Dmitri Rumyantsev, the NSO 
incites violence and hatred. It claims 
Russian racial superiority and was 
formerly linked with the DPNI. 

The National Socialist Party claims to 
be the NSO’s armed wing. 


People’s Will: Created in December 
2001 and led by the veteran Russian 
farelaelarcl(ejussisice(s])ast-l ole ida 
(pictured), it united in March 2007 
Viva) te) Saati ariitelarciitae @lauarereley. 
Christian and conservative 
organisations and was renamed 
People’s Union. 


Putin and his government are well 
aware of the extent of hate crime in 
Russia. Putin has spoken out publicly 
about it on numerous occasions and 
called for “extremism to be stamped out”. 

As yet there is little evidence of any 
state crackdown against extreme right- 
wing violence even if there has been the 
occasional refusal to grant fascist 
organisations official registration and 
some minor moves against publication 
and distribution of hate propaganda. 
The underlying problems of deep racism, 
antisemitism and other hate prejudices 
are not being addressed. It is this failure 
that is fuelling the unrestrained violence 
of the fascists. ~= 


| ; 

















Antifa-Net International Appeal 


ANTI-FASCISTS ARE UNDER attack in Russia. Intimidation, terror and 
murder by a new generation of neo-nazis are daily occurrences. 
The wave of violence reached a peak this summer when film of the cold- 
blooded fascist assassination of two people was posted on the internet. 
2 That this is occurring in a country that lost many millions of people 
toHitler’s Nazis in the Second World War is even more shocking. 
ASC STS The facts speak for themselves. 


@ 122 people have been murdered by racists and fascists in the past 


two anda half years. | 
M@ There are an estimated 70,000 skinheads in Russia today. 


M@ Anti-fascists are being systematically attacked and even murdered. 
M@ The perpetrators are often charged only with “hooliganism”. 


President Putin has promised to stamp out rightwing extremism but has 
done little. Anti-fascists are not only few in number but are politically 
isolated in the face of an enemy that whips up hatred and brutality 
against immigrants and national, ethnic, religious and sexual minorities. 
Merely “looking anti-fascist” means being targeted by the nazis who 
patrol parts of most Russian cities looking for victims. In St Petersburg 
and Moscow, nazis gather intelligence to track down anti-fascists, and 
attack and, in some cases murder them. 

Murdered 


obit Earlier anti-fascist campaigns against the public use of fascist symbols 
y nazis: : : ' 
Brnfadeor and the sale of racist propaganda achieved some success but the nazis 
Nikolai reacted by murdering Professor Nikolai Girenko, one of the most 
Girenko highprofile anti-fascist specialists who had supported these campaigns, 


at his St Petersburg home. 


The authorities talk proudly of the war against Hitler but do so now from 
a nationalist standpoint. The nazis claim to be defending “Russian 
identity” and “the interests of the Russian nation” and the toleration of 
violent nazi gangs stems from the fact that Russian nationalism is touted, 
even Officially, as a remedy for the continuing feelings of defeat resulting 
from the collapse of the Soviet Union. 





Anti-fascists in Russia now desperately need financial and material 
assistance but cannot generate this themselves. With funds, they can 
produce leaflets, organise campaigns and pay for lawyers. They can also 
build up a more organised, modern, computer-linked infrastructure to 
create proper networks of resistance. 


This can only come about through the international solidarity of 
progressive people, and all anti-fascists and anti-racists outside Russia. 


Donate to the Russian Human Rights Solidarity Fund 


Please send donations to: Russian Human Rights Solidarity 
Campaign, c/o Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford, Essex IG5 ONG 


Or pay directly into our account at: 

Russian Human Rights Solidarity Campaign 
Branch Sort Code: 40-03-36 

Account Number: 41284479 


Antifa-Net - The International Antifascist Network for Research and Action 
was founded in January 2004. It has member groups in Germany, 

The Netherlands, Austria, Norway, Denmark, France, Sweden, Poland, 
Russia and the USA. Searchlight is its British representative. 
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Gay pride marchers send nazis packing 


ner is there 


Neitl | 
B salvation in any 
t other: for there is 


none other name 


under heaven 

given among 

men. whereby we 
must be saved. 


Acts 4:1¢ 


A COMBINED CALLOUT 
by the miniscule National 
Front and equally tiny 
British People’s Party to 
protest against Europe's 
largest gay pride parade 
in Brighton in August 
ended in humiliation 
and recrimination for the 
seven boneheads who 
turned up. —, 
Without a functioning website or 
periodical, the NF was desperately 
emailing its beleaguered members to 
attend the protest some two months 
before the event, but a long series of 
previous NF disasters left few willing to 
respond. It was left to the lumpen rump 
of the BPP to add its two members to 
the NF’s five for a day by the seaside. 
Somewhere in the fascist mentality is 
the belief (or perhaps the wish) that 
lesbian and gay people meet en masse 
in public toilets in the dead of night, 
and that only a few people would 
bother to turn out in public and 
would shuffle along quietly in some 
sort of humiliating silence. The slogan 
for the nazi protest was “Bring back 
clause 28’, a reference to section 28 
of the Local Government Act 1988 
which prohibited local authorities 
from doing anything that might be 
deemed promoting homosexuality. 
It was repealed in June 2000 in 
Scotland and in November 2003 in the 


rest of the UK. 

According to eye- 
witness reports, the 
seven fascists were 
visibly shaken when 
the size, noise 
and colour of the 
150,000-strong gay 
pride parade _ be- 
came apparent and 
desperately asked to 
join around 20 members of Christian 
Voice behind barriers and protected 
by police, a request that the Christians 
rebuffed, finding nazis as nauseating 
as they do gay pride. 

No sooner had the tiny group of 
nazis been forced by the police to 
unfurl their tacky home-made banners, 
(“otherwise you're wasting our time”) 
wave after wave of bottles were hurled 
at them before some marchers broke 
away to confront the nazis physically. 
In contrast to their tough talk on the 
internet, the NF and BPP members ran 
from the scene, among them the BPP's 
national organiser Pete Williamson, 
who was crying to anyone who would 
listen that his glasses had been 
smashed in the fracas. 

Later that evening, a shaken 
Williamson posted on Stormfront, the 
nazis’ favourite internet forum, to 
complain that they had been “stitched 
up” by the police and that people on 
the gay pride parade had physically 


< 





National Front and British People’s Party 
members protest against the gay pride 
parade in Brighton. Picture: Dean Thorpe/ 
www.aspexdesign.co.uk 


attacked them. He also berated fellow 
nazis for not answering the protest call. 

Peter Tatchell, of the Gay Civil Rights 
group OutRage, defended the right of 
marchers to protect their parade from 
the thugs of the NF and BPP. “They are 
not genuine political parties. They try 
and bully and intimidate gay people 
the same way they do Muslims and 
other groups, but we need to expose 
and challenge them and their hatreds. 
More and more people are beginning 
to realise this.’ 

Stephen Green of Christian Voice said 
they had made it clear to the police that 
they would not welcome nazis on their 
demonstration. “We would have had to 
preach to them about the evils of 
racism and we did not have time,’ he 
told Searchlight in all seriousness. 

A Christian Voice press release 
expressed surprise at the NF's 
objection to gay pride, because 
“homosexuals are ... overwhelmingly 
white”, and speculated on conspiracy 
theorist lines that “some homosexual 
in the NF has worked out that their 
presence could devalue ours”. 

The NF and BPP have promised a 
bigger protest next year, possibly in 
double figures. ~= 
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From Frontto Farce 


Nick Lowles 


THE SHENANIGANS WITHIN 
Solidarity continued unabated last 
month as police were called in by 
one faction over alleged wrongdoing 
by the other. 

As Searchlight has reported 
repeatedly over the past few months, 
internal feuding within the British 
National Party’s trade union front 
group has caused it to split with both 
factions describing themselves as the 
“real” Solidarity and each running its 
own Solidarity website displaying the 
same Solidarity logo. 

In May moves by the president 
(Clive Potter) and vice-president 
(Tim Hawke) to suspend and later 
expel the union’s general secretary 
(Patrick Harrington) over alleged 
financial irregularities led to the 
intervention of Nick Griffin, the BNP 
leader, to remove the troublesome Potter 
and Hawke. Griffin claimed there was a 
leftwing plot to take over the union and 
in doing so sided with the leader of 
Third Way over Potter, until that point a 
loyal and trusted BNP member. 

Harrington organised an emergency 
general meeting was organised (in clear 
contravention of the union’s own rules) 
at which a process was put in place to 
remove Potter and Hawke from office 
and three BNP stooges and one from 
Third Way were put on the executive to 
outnumber them. 
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Meanwhile, Potter and Hawke 
announced their determination to 
continue to operate the real Solidarity 
and in the process expelled Harrington, 
though only seven days after the 
announcement that they had done so. 

Potter then sent a complaint to the 
trade union Certification Office about 
the false Solidarity and another to the 
police. Strangely he has also sought to 
enlist the help of his local Labour MP. 

Not one to be forgiving, Griffin 
decided to act. Days after the new 
Solidarity held its EGM on 14 July the 
BNP expelled Potter, though the legal 
basis on which the BNP could expel a 
member for his actions in a supposedly 
quite separate organisations is unclear. 
Potter is contesting his expulsion 
though he has selected a _ legal 
representative who is known to be close 
to the Griffin camp. 

Potter’s fate might end up being 
decided in the courts but we are 
confidently told that the “new” 
Solidarity will go from strength to 
strength over the next few months. 
“Solidarity is facing up to the task of 
recruiting thousands of British 
workers,” Harrington told an audience 
at the BNP’s Red, White and Blue 
festival last month. 

This, it seems, will be quite some 
achievement, as according to documents 
submitted to the Certification Office in 


| THE PROOF 
if it was needed! 


_ The British National 
_ Solidarity is an independent trade union but 
documents submitted to the Certification 
Office prove otherwise. 

The original general secretary (Lee Barnes), 
_ vice-president (Kevin Scott) and treasurer 
_ (John Walker) were all leading officers in the 
BNP. Clive Potter was its president — until his 
illegal removal in July — and the BNP’s 
webmaster Steve Blake set up and registered 
the Solidarity website. 


Party claims that 





Solidar? 


THE BRITISH WORKERS’ UNIC* 


July the union had 42 members at the 
end of 2006. While this might have risen 
in recent weeks as the BNP loyalists 
flooded the union, we are led to believe 
that the membership is hardly over the 
100 mark. Indeed, at least two of the new 
faces on the “new” Solidarity executive 
were not even members a few weeks ago. 

Whatever the exact lowly mem- 
bership figure it is clear that even the 
vast majority of the 8,604-strong BNP is 
avoiding its own union. So much for 
wanting to protect British workers! 

But never fear, old habits appear to die 
hard. Rather than actually campaigning 
on any real issue the first activity of the 
“new” union was very much in the long 
tradition of British fascism. In mid-July 
Solidarity members leafleted loyalist 
parades in Southport and Belfast. 

British workers of Irish descent might 
rightly raise their eyebrows at the union’s 
choice of priorities. 

In another development the role of 
Third Way is becoming clearer. 
Harrington, with Griffin’s encourage- 
ment, appears to want a wage for his 
work for the union. So too does 
his Third Way sidekick, Graham 
Williamson, who recently submitted a 
proposal for a PR Strategy for which he 
would be paid £100 a day. It is a highly 
amusing and amateurish document, { 
“which looks like it was largely gleaned 
from the Ladybird book of PR Tips,” 
noted one internet poster. 

The document opens with the startling 
claim that “The union needs publicity in 
order to raise awareness”. It continues: 
“This will facilitate recruitment but also 
help create a ‘general’ (preferably positive) 
image, particularly to those ‘undecided’ 
and ‘outsiders’.” 

One idea is for the new union to 
pay for a cuttings service so they can 
keep track on what the media are 
writing about them. Williamson even 
kindly gives the name of an agency that 
is willing to undertake this work. 


Perhaps the “Durant” who 
runs it might be one and the 
same as David Durant of 
Third Way in the London 
Borough of Havering 
(which now calls itself the 
National Liberal Party), who 
also happens now to be on 
the Solidarity executive. 

The shockingly devious 
strategy paper even suggests a 
first stunt of “unveiling our 
first Sikh member Pramjit 
Sadra”. Aside from the fact 
that he actually joined the union almost 
six months ago, Solidarity might like to 
reconsider given that Sadra would appear 
more at home in the Small Business 
Federation than in a trade union. 

Sadra knows the Third Way only too 
well from his home town of Hornchurch 
in Havering. Last year he stood as an 
independent candidate in Hacton ward 
but polled a poor 162 votes. He also 
appears to run a property investment 
company in Brentwood, Essex, the town 
where Harrington held his EGM. 

“I can help you to learn how to 
make a decent living from property 
investment,” his website announces. 


@ Copies of our new 





Solidarities first Sikh 
member Pramjit Sadra 


er, TUFS NEWS. 


“I have been in the property 
investment market in 
Brentwood for several years 
and I have now built up a 
substantial property portfolio 
and income.” 

He also appears on the 
Global Domains  Interna- 
tional Inc website where he 
boasts about his home-based 
business as a “Bonus pool 
winner”. In fact his name and 
face are all over the internet, 
usually promoting some 
money-making business venture or 
other. On a website called Make Money 
Online, he brags: “This is a truly 
explosive business venture. It does not 
get much easier than this system. It’s the 
best time to get involved with this 
business.” On the Logicl wealth 
creation site, he claims: “Since joining 
LogicL and gaining valuable knowledge 
through the Property Power course I 
have acquired property worth around 
£700,000 this was all with a discount at 
purchase. My only regret at 43 is that 1 
did not have the resources available 
through LogicL sooner.” 

And so it goes on and on: dozens 





more financial websites citing the 
great money-making union man. 
Griffin must have been salivating as 
he learnt about Sadra’s ventures that 
were far more successful than his own. 
Dont be surprised if we hear about a 
joint enterprise in the near future. 

Yet bizarrely on another website he 
claims that racism is like a cancer that 
has to be eradicated. “I feel life is 
somewhat too short to have this within 
my life and with a passion want to meet 
as many people from all backgrounds 
to enable me to add as much colour to 
my life as possible,” he concludes. 
Well, being in bed with the BNP should 
certainly give him a new outlook on life. 

It is clear that Solidarity has failed as 
a union. Strangely, it was initially run by 
some people who did actually want it to 
be slightly independent of, though 
linked, to the BNP but this idea was 
soon crushed. Griffin and Harrington 
view it as a potential cash cow and 
certainly have no intention of letting 
any independently minded people get 
anywhere near it. 

That’s fine by us as it makes the 
relationship between Solidarity and the 
BNP even clearer. <_ 
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Face off 


ADVERTISERS on Facebook, the 
social networking website, have forced 
the company that runs it to give them 
more control over the placing of adverts, 
following their unwanted appearance 
on a page controlled by the British 


National Party. 
Six major UK-based advertisers 
baulked at their products being 


associated with the fascist BNP and 
demanded that Facebook, which has 30 
million users globally and 3.5 million in 
Britain alone, do something about it. 
Those who objected included Virgin 
Media, the AA and the government’s 
Central Office of Information, all of 
whom stopped advertising on the 
website after adverts for Vodaphone 
and First Direct appeared on a BNP 


group page. 


Given the potential of social 
networking tools such as Facebook and 
Myspace it would be more of a surprise 
if the BNP did not try to embrace their 
potential to boost recruitment. The five 
main BNP groups on Facebook — and 
this is not counting the pages of 
individual members -— have a 
membership running to _ several 
hundred. One BNP group included an 
image of the word “Islam” as an 
acronym for “intolerance, slaughter, 
looting, arson and molestation of 
women’. Facebook later removed it as a 
clear violation of its terms and 
conditions, following complaints. 

Facebook is not alone, however, in 
being slow to face up to the use of its 
technology by the far right. An even 
more disturbing phenomenon is 


BNP councillors left squirming 
By David Williams 


Stoke-on-Trent’s British National 
Party councillors have scored a 
massive own goal in their ongoing 
attempt to harass and embarrass the 
city’s Labour Mayor. 

The  six-strong Stoke BNP 
councillors’ group has been trying to 
stamp its mark on the council 
chamber since it doubled in size in 
the May 2007 local elections by 
attacking Mayor Mark Meredith. 
They have accused him of showing 
the BNP “disrespect” by stating 
publicly that he would not associate 
with them and that a vote for the BNP 
vote was “a negative vote’. 

Ware: sieclarer-\sels |sior-ige) ele |agrell-laren 
Wisi) (gciellrcinccy ugia) olciar-\loleg (olg 
councillors, rejected a BNP complaint, 
saying it was “insufficiently serious’ to 
merit investigation. Unable to let go of 
a lost cause, the BNP tabled a motion 
for a council meeting on 2 August 
felclatlareliare) waareie Nilclecve tug) | efe)(e.e) kia 
ele (eigte) te) Welae \iiina daicagr 
Alby Walker, leader of the BNP 
councillors, claimed: “More than 8,000 
people voted for the BNP last May and 
Mr Meredith is saying to each 
and every one of them that they 
fefolani (aolt) aia 

Typically for the BNP this was a 
livejen(ola (ele yareleugi= iri yele aie! 
said, which was simply that he 
would not meet with any of its 


councillors individually because the 
party’s racist policies were “divisive”. 

This was lost on the BNP 
councillors who continued to 
pursue their grudge against 
Meredith into the council chamber. 
After presenting the motion the 
BNP launched into a five-minute 
tirade arguing, incorrectly, that the 
Mayor had breached the council's 
own statement on diversity and 
equality. Blithely ignorant of council 
procedures, like BNP councillors 
throughout the country, they 
lores [fenerel staleyg ole) lalidarciay ieluia ele) (a) 
Wales (olclerigc oy) \Viualelgaiiiale) iuatel|g 
motion. What they failed to realise 
WEE Werle @laiaa =) gateja(ola (aria) 
been proposed it had to be 
debated. 
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presented by YouTube, bought last 
year by Google for £832 million, which 
has recently introduced advertising. 
The company is keen to avoid the sort 
of controversy in which Facebook has 
become embroiled and has promised 
that its advertisers will not be 
compromised by association with 
controversial video clips. 

This may be hard to police. YouTube 
hosts hundreds if not thousands 
of racist and far-right video clips, 
most of which breach the site’s terms 
and conditions. Few are removed. 
The development may not bode well for 
the far right, however. With lucrative 
advertising revenue now involved 
perhaps the content of some of 
YouTube’s contributions might attract 
greater scrutiny. 


What followed was a_ serious 
embarrassment for the BNP. 
Goll Tear] Colacynicolanyraal cosscyada\ai ofe) i} u(ar.)| 
spectrum weighed in with speeches 
that left the BNP councillors 
squirming. Two of them were rude 
enough to leave the debate they had 
initiated before its end. 

Conservative councillor Roger Ibbs 
delivered a particularly devastating 
condemnation. He said he was not 
unwilling to work with individual BNP 
councillors if they could bring 
something positive to the table but 
the fact was that they never did, 

elate,  iualelig | Vejuiare| late! 
attendance records were 
atrocious. Councillor 
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“similarly ixorauaiare lave 
stating: “Let the word go 
forth from this time and 
place that we intend to 
defeat everything the 
BNP stands for’. 





BNP relaunches ABEX as ‘independent’ group 


The British National 
Party has revived its 
ex-servicemen’s front 
group, the Association 
of British Ex-Service 
Personnel (ABEX), 
reports David 
Williams. 


ABEX CLAIMS THAT its aim is “to 
promote and support the welfare of ex 
forces personnel and their dependants, 
and those organizations whose agents 
have risked life and limb in the service 
of this country, through democratic 
representation to ensure fair and 
equitable treatment within our society”. 

It also claims to be “independent and 
non-party political” and states: “we are a 
non profit organisation and are applying 
for Charity status at this time”. So far 
the Charity Commission has no record 
of any application from ABEX. 

The BNP welcomed ABEX in the 
same way as it greeted Solidarity, 
the Christian Council of Britain and all 
those other supposedly independent 
BNP fronts. Further evidence that 
ABEX is no different is the fact that its 
website is registered to Simon Bennett, 
an “audio visual engineer” and 
burgeoning amateur photographer, who 
uses the same telephone number as the 
contact point for both his own business 
and ABEX. 

Bennett stood as a BNP candidate in 
Bude in North Cornwall (Poughill and 
Stratton) in May 2007 gaining 202 
votes (7.8%). He is sycophantic towards 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, stating on 
The Times online forum that it was 
“high time Nick awarded himself a 
substantial pay rise! This is a man that 
can rake in a six figure salary with his 
amazing head and solid education.” 
Few would agree even within the BNP. 

Not only does the BNP maintain the 
farcical pretence that that ABEX “is not 
a BNP group” it also tries to con its 
members that ABEX is new. It is not. 
ABEX, then the Association of British 
Ex-Servicemen in contrast to today’s 
more politically correct version, was 
formed in 2000 as a party “circle”. 
Operating from a PO Box in Leicester, 
it was part of a plan to create a range of 
“very valuable parallel organisations” 


ABEX: Would he be allowed to join? 


which would benefit the party by giving 
it the veneer of respectability. Unable to 
find either activists or money to turn it 
into reality ABEX was hardly more than 
a letterhead organisation. The BNP has 
tried to expunge this failure from history 
by deleting references to this previous 
incarnation from its website, although 
an article by Griffin in November 2005 
mentioning ABEX as a BNP circle 
remains. The National Front also 
formed a similarly unsuccessful venture 
called ABEX in May 1980. 

Despite its lofty aims today’s ABEX 
is not really interested in anything more 
than making cheap political capital out 
of the very real problems our ex-service 
personnel face after they are demobbed. 
ABEX’s online forum is dedicated to 
the memory of Major Robert Perkins, 
the BNP’s Plymouth — organiser 
who died recently, making the link 
between ABEX and the BNP’s South 
West region even more transparent. 
The forum itself contains no discussion 
of issues facing ex-forces personnel after 
they leave military service but is devoted 
to rants about “Muslim wars” in Europe, 
presumably as part of Griffin’s strategy 
to talk up the prospects of an 
impending “race war”. 

That Griffin has no interest in ex- 
service personnel was __ graphically 
illustrated when he was helping to 
organise the NF Political Soldiers’ 
annual Remembrance Day march to the 
Cenotaph. When someone pointed out 
that the timings for the proceedings 
meant the parade would be too fast for 








the veterans who normally headed it, 
Griffin retorted: “F*™ the cripples”. 
But behind ABEX’s “populist” anti- 
Muslim plank the war in Iraq itself has 
shown the BNP is unable to keep a lid 
on its antisemitic conspiracy theories. 
Voice of Freedom states that Britain is 
fighting in Iraq because “Tony Blair 
swapped British blood for donations 
from a clique of filthy-rich Zionist 
businessmen”. In another dollop of 
antisemitic conspiracy theory the BNP’s 
2005 general election manifesto stated 
that the BNP would not go to war for 
“neo-con adventures on behalf of the 
Zionist government of Israel”. The 
relaunch of ABEX represents a more 
concerted effort by the BNP to 
capitalise belatedly on widespread anti- 
war sentiment by racialising the issue. 
The BNP has also tried to make 
political capital out of the individual 
sacrifices of ex-service personnel. 
The party was quick to jump on 
the bandwagon surrounding local 
opposition to an application by the 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families 
Association (SSAFA) to convert a 41.7 
million house in Ashtead, Surrey, into a 
hostel to accommodate families visiting 
convalescing relatives at the nearby 
Defence Military Rehabilitation Centre. 
An online petition started by the BNP’s 
Doncaster organiser Lee Haggan 
was signed by over 46,000 people. 
After Mole Valley District Council 
ruled in favour of the application 
the BNP was cock-a-hoop, crediting 
Haggan with the SSAFA’s success. —~<< 
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Confusion reigns in the NF 


By Matthew Collins 


FORTY YEARS of British fascist history 
almost came to an end last month 
when the once mighty National Front 
apparently failed to renew _ its 
registration with the Electoral 
Commission in time to stand in a 
council by-election. 

Many observers of the fringe right 
have noticed the absence of its 
once feared leader Terry Blackham, the 
thug who single-handedly saved 
the party from his prison cell in 1994, 
while serving a four-year sentence for 
gun-running. 

Back then, Blackham rallied the 
dwindling membership around a 
puppet leader by the name of John 
McAuley, a builder from Hemel 
Hempstead, while the party's elected 
chairman lan Anderson tried to 
subsume the MF into his newly created 
National Democrats. 

Many in the NF still see Blackham 
as their party's soul and saviour. 
The NF outlived the National 
Democrats and continued, albeit 
sporadically, to produce publications 
and field occasional election 
candidates. Blackham continued to 
impose a series of leaders and 
deposing them when he decided 
they were politically damaging to the 
party. One was Eddy Morrison, 
whose drinking and nazi antics gave 
Blackham sleepless nights. He was 
at least an active and articulate 
leader, but Blackham clashed with 
Morrison’s authoritarian nature 
which he later described as “a poor 
imitation of John Tyndall”. 


It was Blackham’s own authoritarian 
“will of the party” that imposed the 
elderly Tom Holmes as the party's 
chairman though he _ has_ been 
unable to control other members. 
Holmes was given a curfew order by a 
Great Yarmouth court late last year for 
racially aggravated harassment. 

Two years ago Blackham left his wife 
and family in south London and set 
up home with a younger woman 
in the North West, to the horror of his 
members. Stung by the criticism, 
Blackham gradually withdrew from 
the leadership of the party. 

In May, Blackham was summoned to 
appear before the NF’s executive body 
to explain the increase in foul and 
abusive language on his party website 
forum. In his absence he was ordered 
to “clean up” the site by “order of the 
party Executive” Blackham withdrew 
the site and changed the passwords. 
There now seem to be nearly as many 
NF web forums as members, though 
none has much activity. 

Tess Culnane, a former British 
National Party member, had pledged 
to stand for the NF in a by-election 
for Lewisham council this month. 
But when the nominations were 
published her name appeared with no 
party description, apparently because 
the NF was no longer registered as a 
political party, a requirement for the 
name to appear on a ballot paper. 
Bernard Franklin, the NF’s deputy 
chairman and_ veteran activist, 
described the situation as Blackham 
“Deliberately letting us down.” 


BNP re-elected in Debden 


THE BRITISH National Party 
regained its sixth seat on Epping 
Forest District Council in a by- 
election caused by the resignation of 
BNP councillor Terry Farr in July, 
though with a greatly reduced 
majority. Tony Frankland won 393 
votes in Loughton Alderton on 30 
August, giving him 32.2% of the poll, 
only 26 votes ahead of the Loughton 
Residents Association (LRA). 

It was a textbook example of the 


anti-BNP vote being split, as it was 
when the BNP won seats in the ward 
in 2004 and 2006. The LRA was 
always best placed to defeat the BNP 
there and if any one of the Labour, 
Liberal Democrat and Conservative 
candidates had opted out of standing, 
the BNP would almost certainly have 
lost. Such is the peril of the first-past- 
the-post system. 

The BNP was also helped by the 
local paper inexplicably devoting half a 


Terry Blackham 





“He has ignored membership 
enquiries and diverted new members 
away from activists. For two years he 
has been creating mayhem behind 
our backs, | can only conclude 
he works for MI5,’ he continued. 
Asked how serious the issue had 
become for the NF, Franklin said: 
“Terry Blackham; that’s our problem. 
Things are now critical.’ So critical in 
fact, that Franklin’s is the only phone 
still connected on the NF contact list. 

The NF was registered in 2000 (when 
party registration became law) to 
Blackham and two other Blackham 
loyalists. It would seem that the 
introduction of Tyndallistas such as 
Culnane will not help matters. The only 
fascist leader Blackham hated more 
than Anderson was John Tyndall, the 
NF’s leader during its 1970s heyday 
who later went on to found the BNP. 

Strangely the Electoral Commission 
told Searchlight that the NF had been 
registered all the time, making it 
unclear why Culnane was unable to 
describe herself as an NF candidate 
and why Franklin confirmed that the 
party's registration had indeed lapsed. 
Perhaps Culnane simply could not get 
hold of Blackham to sign the forms. 
Confusion reigns all round. ~= 


page to a letter from Rod Law, the 
other BNP councillor in that ward, 
attacking the LRA just before polling 
day, without offering any right of reply. 

This is the first time the BNP has 
won a by-election since September 
2004. His victory puts the number of 
BNP councillors nationally back up to 
48. Frankland will have to face the 
electorate again next May when it is 
hoped that opposition to the BNP can 
be better coordinated. 


International 





Fascist counter-culture 
falls on deaf ears 


By John Postma and Jan Raabe for Antifa-Net in 
Amsterdam and Diisseldorf 


“Too long our youth have looked to the past, while the future 
is ahead. Solutions should not be sought in reactionary 
ideologies or in the narrow-mindedness of scenes. s 


This profound thinking is, according to 
the Dutch extreme-right record label 
NatRevProp, why Brigade M (from the 
Netherlands), Zetazeroalfa (Italy), 
Carpe Diem (Germany) and Fraction 
(France) signed up to perform together 
on a “European Revolution Tour 2007”. 

The four fascist bands wanted to 
spark a “nationalist counter-culture in 
Europe”. The idea for the tour came 
from Tim Mudde, Brigade M’s lead 
singer, owner of the nazi mail order 
company Fenris Postorder and the main 
individual behind NatRevProp, which is 
running the events. 

Brigade M reunited for the tour. 
After its farewell concert in December 
2005 attracted only 60 nazis, Brigade M 
stated that it had had enough of playing 
to drunkards who seemed to suffer from 
spasms in the right arm. “The audience 
is not interested in our message”, the 
band snivelled, “and we tried to clean up 
the minds of the nationalists, but the 
harvest seems very disappointing”. 

Now Brigade M wants to step out of 
the extreme right-wing ghetto and 
enter new fields. “That’s why four 
revolutionary bands have joined forces 
to spread a message of unity, identity 
and action”, boasted a NatRevProp 
statement. But the tour showed that 
the boneheads have no_ interest 
in Mudde’s  counter-cultural 
“revolution”. 

Only 140 people came to 
the first concert on 29 June 
at De Griezegrubbe in the 
Dutch village of Nuth, % 
where the Dutch fascist band 
De Ruyter Korps opened the 
gig. Its set hardly fitted Brigade 
M’s prattle about leaving the nazi 
ghetto: “Ode to the past, to the fallen 
soldier. The Blackshirts fought for our 
future”, Bernard Baardscheer screeched 
into the mike. 

On 30 June, the “Revolution” landed 
in Germany. According to the Tour’s 



















website, the gig was to take place in the 
Stuttgart area, but was switched to Ulm 
some distance away. Sascha Deuerling, 
Carpe Diem’s drummer and the owner 
of the White Power record label 
RACords, was in charge of the event's 
organisation but made a pig’s ear of it 
because it was banned the day before it 
was to take place. 

In a desperate search for another 
venue, the four bands attached 
themselves to an existing gig in 
Saarbriicken organised by the nazi 
National Democratic Party. Principles, 
it appears, went out of the window 
because joining the “revolutionaries” on 
stage were “reactionary” elements such 
as Die Aristokraten (Germany), 
Breakdown (Germany),  Asynija 
(Sweden) and the American nazi 
Hammerskin band Attack which — in a 
direct ideological slap in Mudde’s face — 
dedicated its record, “Survival”, to the 
worldwide national socialist movement. 

The biggest disappointment, how- 
ever, was that the most of the 250 to 300 
people present came not to hear Brigade 
M’s new-fangled style but for a good 
old-fashioned nazi screaming and 
saluting session. And Carpe Diem did 


not even get on stage because there were 


Tim Mudde and Bernard Baardscheer 
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too many bands already on the bill. 

The tour hit Italy on 6 July with a gig 
scheduled for “Casapound” an extreme- 
right squat in Latina. Casapound sees 
itself as a cultural centre open to all 
which “fights capitalism”, reflecting 
Zetazeroalfa’s obsession with small 
communities that tilt at the windmills 
of “neo-liberalism”. Even this concert 
did not proceed to plan, when rather 
embarrassingly it had to be moved to a 
swimming pool complex because of a 
religious procession. 

The last gig took place in Marseille 
with Fraction in charge of the 
arrangements and publicity through its 
rival (and minuscule) Blood and 
Honour structure. 

Fraction has long had a_ bad 
reputation. In 1998, its members were 
charged with inciting violence because 
its song, “Une Balle” (a bullet), said 
“Zionists, cosmopolitans, Yankees, 
Marxists, lobbyists and capitalists 
should get a bullet”. The case was 
dismissed on a technicality but the 
band’s bass player Fabrice Robert is no 
stranger to the use of bullets. Until 2002 
he was the spokesman for the racist and 
white supremacist organisation Unité 
Radicale, where one of his close 
colleagues was Maxime Brunerie, the 
man who tried to kill President Jacques 
Chirac on 14 July 2002. 


This monumental flop of a tour 


Mm provided little evidence that the fuse of 
. “nationalist counter-culture” has been 


ignited. If anything, it was 
» dowsed by lack of interest. 
And the tour failed in its aim 
/ of leaving “reactionary 


ideologies behind”, because its 
organisers depended heavily 
on groups belonging to the 
“narrow-minded scene” they supposedly 
reject. S| 
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AN ATTEMPT TO bomb an anti- 
fascist festival in Bern on 4 August 
was foiled because of prompt and 
courageous action by the organisers. 
The incendiary device, which 
consisted of three 1.5 litre plastic 
bottles of petrol, a timer and a 
detonator, was hidden in a rucksack 
and placed just in front of the 
stage in a hall where a concert was 
being held. 

The bomb was timed to go off at 
midnight and would have created a 
fireball in such an enclosed space. 
Fortunately helpers at the concert 
searched the area shortly before 
midnight after strongly smelling 
petrol, discovered the bag and 
quickly took it outside. Minutes 
later the bomb went off, shooting a 
sheet of flame several metres into 
the air. 

More than a thousand people 
were in the concert hall at the time. 
Had the bomb gone off inside it 
could have injured or killed many 
people. After the explosion the 
concert, at which 11 bands were to 
play, was cancelled and the hall 


ATTEMPTED FIREBOMBING FAILS 
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evacuated to enable crime scene 
investigators to examine the area. 
Organisers of the anti-fascist 


festival believe that right-wing 
extremists were responsible for 
placing the bomb but this has not 
yet been confirmed. However, 
messages to the Swiss web forum of 
Blood and Honour greeted the 
attack and regretted that nobody 
was injured. The Reitschule, the 
venue of the festival, has hosted 
numerous autonomous and leftwing 
projects for 20 years and has been a 
frequent target of fascist threats. 

This would not be the first time 
fascists in Bern have resorted to 
violence. In 2000, nazis fired nearly 
100 rounds with an automatic 
assault rifle at a building occupied by 
squatters. The attackers were jailed 
for five years. Five years later, in 
nearby Thun, a notorious rightwing 
extremist shot an anti-globalisation 
protester in the thigh. He was later 
apprehended and is now serving a 
six-year prison sentence. 

From Yves Gmiir for Lautstark 

in Bern 





SPAIN: Fugitive Holocaust 
denier arrested 


AN AUSTRIAN NAZI faces deportation from 
Spain after being arrested in Benalmadena on 
the Costa del Sol. Gerd Honsik was detained 
on a European arrest warrant issued by the 
Austrian authorities. 

Honsik, 65, was convicted in Austria in 1992 
for denying the existence of the Holocaust and 
sentenced to 18 months in prison, but fled to 
Spain before serving his sentence. His claim 
that he was being persecuted for his political 
beliefs enabled him to remain there until a 
recent change in Spanish law. 

During his 15 years’ exile he distributed the 
irregular antisemitic magazine Ha/t (Stop) and 
wrote articles claiming the Nazi gas chambers 
were only used to delouse Jews, who were always 
infested with them. His works have been 
published in Spain by a magazine linked to the 
extreme-right organisation CEDADE (Spanish 
circle of the friends of Europe). 

He was invited to participate in the Holocaust 
denial conference held in Tehran last December 
held with the sanction of President 
Ahmadinejad of Iran but could not attend 
because as a fugitive he did not have a passport. 
In his place he asked the organisers to invite his 
lawyer Dr Herbert Schaller, who has defended 
many Holocaust deniers, usually unsuccessfully, 
including the British writer David Irving and 
the notorious Ernst Ziindel, now in prison in 
Germany after being deported from Canada. 

Benalmadena, near Malaga, seems to attract 
nazis. Two years ago the British nazi Mark 
Atkinson was arrested there and extradited to 
face trial at the Old Bailey on race hate charges 
alongside other members of the hardline nazi 
Racial Volunteer Force. Atkinson, 38, was 
sentenced to five years’ imprisonment for 
publishing the group’s magazine Stormer which 
included threats of racial and antisemitic 
violence and bomb designs. 

By Sonia Gable 


BELGIUM: Blood and Honour to hold major concert 


BLOOD AND HONOUR Flanders 
(alias B&H “Nordland”) is planning 
another “Jan Stuart Donaldson 
Memorial” gig in Belgium at the end of 
October, in commemoration of the 
dead leader of the British nazi band 
Skrewdriver. This year’s event promises 
to be much larger than before, with ten 
bands playing on 27 October, according 
to a nazi announcement. Some of them, 
such as Avalon and Eternal Pride, are 
hardy perennials on the nazi scene and 
have played at previous Blood and 
Honour concerts in Belgium. The line- 
up also includes bands from the USA, 
Hungary and Italy. 





The nazis’ promotion leaflet includes 
separate phone numbers for English, 
Dutch and German boneheads to 
obtain information about the secret 
advance assembly points for the 


sonour Flanders / Vlaanderen 
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concert, indicating the international 
character of the event. 

The Flemish anti-fascist group the 
Anti-Fascistisch Front (AFF) has 
started a campaign against the gig and 
is urging the Belgian political world to 
ban the activities of nazis on Belgian 
soil. The AFF is also demanding that 
the authorities outlaw violent nazi 
groups such as Blood and Honour, 
Blood, Soil, Honour and Loyalty 
(BBET) and the Flemish branch of 
Combat 18 that was recently founded 
in the Antwerp area. 
~» From Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet-RésistanceS, in Brussels 


Demise ofa fascist 
party that never 


really took off 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 


THE FASCIST National Alliance 
(NA) wound itself up at the end of 
July after a poorly attended congress. 
Two years after the party’s launch in 
2003, its chairman Jan Teijn lost his seat 
on Feijenoord borough council in 
Rotterdam but the NA still grew and 
was able to organise street actions on 
various issues in Utrecht, Leeuwarden, 
Eindhoven, The Hague and Rotterdam. 

But even at its height the NA 
remained tiny with at most 60 members 
and an active hardcore of about ten. 
Its demonstrations attracted an average 
of 40 people, mainly boneheads. 
Last year the NA suffered a split and 
the Nationalist People’s Movement 
(NVB) emerged, taking a number of the 
NAss organisers with it. 

One of the party’s great achievements 
was its mudslinging campaign against 
the Dutch People’s Union (NVU) 
and its leader Constant Kusters in 
particular. This warfare culminated 
in Teijn taking libel proceedings against 
Kusters for calling Teijn a paedophile at 
an NVU demonstration in Arnhem in 
September 2006. Kusters was fined 
€500, given 50 hours of community 
work and had to spend a week in prison 
on remand. Kusters struck back with a 
complaint against Teijn for his “hate 
campaign” against the NVU and 
himself. This case is due to be heard in 
court in December this year. 

These events signalled the beginning 
of the end for the NA whose last two 
public events, both in Rotterdam this 
year, ended in fiasco. A party 
demonstration was stopped in its tracks 
because rival nazis such as Youth Storm 
Nederland (JSN) wanted to attack the 
NA and a group of anti-racist 
Feyenoord supporters turned up to 
steam into the JSN. When the NA hit 
the streets again some weeks later, only 
seven people showed up in the face of a 








massive police operation. A call by Teijn 
to his bonehead followers to dress 
differently was rejected and none of 
them appeared. 

Teijn’s trumpeted dream of leading a 


THE NETHERLANDS 
Demonstration 
reveals nazi splits 


A DEMONSTRATION BY the 
nazi Dutch People’s Union (NVU) 
intended to show solidarity with 
Iran and against “US imperialism 
and Zionism” did little more than 
expose the rivalries between the 
various “autonomous” factions within 
the group. 

The NVU had announced a 
demonstration to be held in The 
Hague on 14 July. Unfortunately for 
the nazis, Anti-fascist Action (AFA) 
acted quickly to obtain permission for 
a counter-demonstration along the 
same route. It then emerged Constant 
Kusters, the leader of the NVU, had 
only registered his demonstration two 
days after AFA had done so, which 
meant the NVU would not be allowed 
to march along its favoured route to 
the US Embassy. 

Although the NVU withdrew its 
application on 11 July, Kusters waited 
until the evening before the 
demonstration to tell his members 
that their march had been cancelled 
“for strategic and tactical reasons”. 
Alwin Walther, front man for Youth 
Storm Netherlands (JSN) 
“congratulated” AFA, which had 
mobilised more than 200, on its 
victory, demonstrating the anger at 
Kusters’s behaviour among the 
various factions such as the JSN, 
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Most of the National Alliance 
marchers in Rotterdam, April 2007 
Picture: Kafka 


party along the lines of the Belgian 
Vlaams Belang never looked like 
materialising and he is now languishing 
on his own running a website called 
“Culture Defence”. ~= 





NVU marchers in support of Iran and Hamas 
Picture: Kafka 


Racial Volunteer Force (RVF), Blood 
and Honour and the Aktionfront. 

Three weeks later, on 4 August, the 
NVU finally managed to hold its 
demonstration, showing up with 
about 60 people and opposed by 170 
from AFA. Although the NVU still 
could not reach the US Embassy 
because AFA stole its pitch, it 
succeeded in court in overturning a 
Hague city council ban on the 
international White Power symbol, 
the Celtic Cross. 

Top nazi Eite Homan and his 
RVF/JSN group, however, were 
furious because Kusters took along 
the Celtic Cross flag instead of the 
16 flagpoles that Homan and his 
mates had wanted to use to defend 
themselves. Homan also considered 
the White Power flag to be 
inappropriate for a demonstration in 
support of Iran, Hamas and 
Hezbollah. 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! 
and Antifa-Net in Utrecht 
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“By the time we 
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... Joni Mitchell stole my thoughts nearly 40 years before | had them but her 
sentiments remain apt, nevertheless. 

This Woodstock was not Yasgur’s Farm in upstate New York but Kostrzyn nad Odr 
in Poland, a few kilometres from the German border and in the middle of what has 
been the scene of so much historical bloodshed. 

But violent conflict was the last thing on the agenda at the Polish Woodstock. 
The festival is held annually in August to bring together Poland’s progressive 
youth for a weekend of music and fun and to poke a finger in the eye of the likes 
of the Catholic fundamentalist Radio Maria, which rails against the gathering 
before, during and after the event. 

At first sight, the Polish Woodstock was a little daunting. The approach road was 
flanked by the beginning of an immense multicoloured tented city on the right 
and utilitarian washing facilities and a very long row of portable toilets standing 
like a guard of honour on the left. 

The road threaded through a long corridor of stalls, offering all kinds of helpful 
advice, including from the Red Cross and the Polish and German police, whose 
officers amiably shared a tent and cheerfully listened to music from who else, but 
Police. Other stalls proffered information on trade unionism, gay and lesbian 
rights, disabilities, Aids and sexual health while yet more marketed all manner of 
t-shirts and much-needed headgear to counter the strong sun. 

One of the key stands, of course, was run by our Polish friends in Never Again, 
who did a brisk trade in back numbers of their magazine Nigdy Wiecej, stickers and 
anti-racist music in all manner of styles. 

Never Again is a key part of the organisation of this mammoth gathering, which 
promotes “Music against Racism” and demonstrates in practice, by means of a 





64-team football tournament using only Fair Trade footballs, how its football 
campaign bears fruit by bringing mainly working class Polish youngsters together 
to indulge in their favourite sport and at the same time show their detestation of 
racism and other forms of hate and opposition to drugs. 

Never Again’s dedicated young activists had travelled long distances to be there. 
They represented every kind of musical taste and following, including a sizeable 
number of anti-fascist skinheads and some leftwing Catholic priests. | joined some 
of them on their journey when | travelled the nearly 700km from Krakow to 
Kostrzyn in one day with Searchlight’s Polish correspondent Rafal Pankowski and 
anti-fascists from Moldova, France and Kosovo. 

Beyond the stalls and information stands, came the crowded main field in front 
of the massive central stage, one of three huge podiums, where the whole gig was 
opened by none other than Roman Polanski ... not the internationally renowned 
Polish film director, but a local railway worker who takes it upon himself to set off 
the event each year. 

The warm humour behind this ceremony set the tone for three days of rock 
music, enthusiastic beer drinking, lots of delicious food provided by inter alia Hare 
Krishna devotees and an occasion of peace and solidarity, laughter and joy. 
And there was not a hint of violence. 

Polish Woodstock is arguably now Europe's consistently biggest anti-racist 
event. Around 150,000 people with an average age of about 22 took part this year 
and it was a privilege for Searchlight to be so well received by our Polish friends, 
whose GAN (an anti-nazi group) Music against Racism and football campaign 
t-shirts were worn, by my estimate, by one in every five people present, a 
testimony to the impact of their grassroots work. Magnificent! 





Police round 
up big nazi 
criminal gang 


By Alfio Bernabei 


POLICE IN Bologna have clamped 
down on a well organised group of 27 
nazis thought to have been responsible 
for a series of acts of violent aggression 
and intimidation against immigrants, 
anti-racists, Jews and gay people over a 
period of five years. 

Three leaders of the gang described as 
the “organisers” are being held in 
custody, Magistrates who studied the 
51-page police report decided they were 
too dangerous to be left at large while 
investigations continue. Three more are 
under house arrest. The others, all 
identified, are under surveillance 
pending possible charges. During the 
raids police searched 40 homes. 

The police operation codenamed 
“Miccia” (Flint) made headlines in the 
national media. While arrests of nazis 
acting as individuals or in small groups 
are fairly frequent, this is thought to be 
the first time in many years that police, 
helped by DIGOS, the anti-terrorist 
branch, have targeted and dismantled 
an entire cell that was operating as a 
clandestine organisation with members 
in several parts of the country. 

Taped telephone conversations, 
intercepted SMS messages and material 
gathered during searches of homes have 
left no doubt in the minds of 
magistrates that the nazi gang 
constituted a “delinquent association 
with a stable structure aimed at causing 
bodily harm in pursuit of violence for 
racial, ethnic, national and religious 
motives”. According to the police report 
“the criminal gang was conducting its 
activities making use of knives and 
other weapons, through planned 
aggressions against single people or 
groups, all the while seeking to spread 
nazi-fascist propaganda with displays of 
symbols (swastikas) and __ slogans, 
including banners waved during 
football games among members of the 
Ultras Felsinei Bologna Patria Nostra 
fan club [a rightwing fan club of the 
Bologna football team].” 





The first incident that sparked 
the police investigation leading to the 
current arrests took place in the small 
town of Argelato, near Bologna, on 26 
April 2003. A young man of Moroccan 
origin was badly injured when a gang 
shouting racist abuse assaulted him 
while he was walking in a park. Several 
similar incidents were reported during 
2004, including attacks against two 
young men wearing badges with anti- 
fascist logos and against a football fan 
who had protested at a Celtic Cross 
flag, a symbol commonly used by nazis 
internationally. 

As a result investigators, led by 
carabiniere officer Alfredo Gaballo, 
began listening to the telephone 
conversations of a number of suspects 
among the far right in Bologna. A lead 
was provided by leaflets signed “FN 
skin 88” which threatened the Mayor of 
Argelato, who had organised an event in 
support of the injured Moroccan. “FN” 
stood for Forza Nuova, the party led by 
the former fugitive from justice Roberto 
Fiore. The number 88 stood for HH - 
H being the eighth letter of the 
alphabet — meaning the Nazi salute 
“Heil Hitler”. 

A taped conversation confirmed close 
links between members of the gang and 
FN. On the eve of a demonstration in 
Bologna at which Fiore was due to 
speak, one of the suspects was heard 
saying, “Shall I carry the flag tomorrow? 
At least I have a pole [to fight with] in 
case the shitheads arrive. Brilliant stuff 
about the bloody Jews!” 

Antisemitism and racist remarks were 
a recurrent feature of the SMS 
exchanges. “What’s the difference 
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Italian nazis operating at a football match. Leaders of the gang were very keen to recruit this way 


between a Jew and a tart? The cooking 
time. Violence!”, read one message. 
“A Negro boy just arrived before God 
identifies himself as a ‘little angel’ but 
God turns to him and says, “No, you are 
just a little bat’,” said another. “We are 
beautiful, white and Catholic” was used 
as a form of identifying signature. 

The police were very interested in 
the banter about how to make the 
gang more effective and step up 
the recruitment of new members. 
The leaders were very keen on activity 
at football stadiums. They would 
remind each other that “the street and 
the stadium are the same thing”. 

As the police collated evidence 
from the series of attacks over the five 
years a picture emerged of a single 
gang consisting of nearly 30 nazis. 
Those with link to FN were a minority. 
Most had probably joined the cell 
because rather than wasting time on 
“organising shitty concerts”, as one of 
them put it, it offered opportunities for 
real violence. 

More than a dozen police forces were 
involved in rounding up the gang, 
mainly in the northern Italian towns of 
Bologna, Milan, Bolzano and Pavia. 
Alessandro Carapezzi, Alessandro 
Limido and Vittorio Greco were 
imprisoned. Greco was found in 
possession of a pistol. 

Most media reports expressed 
surprise. “One was a manual worker, 
another was in the transport business 
and another one was building swimming 
pools,” read one report. In other words 
they looked like ordinary people. 
But they were using their evenings and 
weekends to plan racist violence.  ~<d@ 


Holocaust denial still 
a flourishing business 


Jean-Yves Camus reports from Paris 


HOLOCAUST DENIAL these days is 
mainly spread on the internet but it 
remains true that, for the older 
generation at least, books, journals 
and magazines continue to play an 
important part. 

A visit by activists of the French Union 
of Jewish Students (UEJF) and the anti- 
racist group J’accuse to two Paris 
bookshops at the end of July uncovered 
an Aladdin's cave of illegal material. 
Both /a Librairie du Savoir (Bookshop of 
Knowledge) and /a Licorne Bleue (Blue 
Unicorn), are frequented by denizens of 
the extreme right. 

Accompanied by a bailiff and a 
specialist on Holocaust denial, the 
UEJF and J’accuse members made 
their way to /a Licorne Bleue in one of 
the streets where the first anti-Jewish 
raids took place in 1941 in the city’s 
historic Bastille district. The shop 
manager was cautious and only sells, 
Officially at least, Holocaust denial 
“classics” by the likes of Roger Garaudy, 
Robert Faurisson and Pierre Guillaume 
as well as complete collections of 
publications such as the Annals 
of Revisionist History and the Review of 
Revisionist History. 

While it may be shocking that such 
material is openly on sale in Paris, it is 
unfortunately perfectly legal for the 
most part. However, lawyers for the UEJF 
and Jiaccuse are investigation whether 
some editions of the two revisionist 
history publications, dating from the 
1990s, are banned from sale. 

La Librairie du Savoir was much 
worse. When the shop was in the Rue 
Malebranche, near the Sorbonne, it 
called itself “a Romanian and anti- 
totalitarian bookshop” Its owner at the 
time, a French-Romanian named 
George Piscosi-Danesco, closed the 
shop a few years ago and left for 
Romania. He cropped up there again 
at the end of 2006, when police went 
to his home and arrested a French 
fugitive who was wanted for the 
attempted murder of his wife, and a 
Swiss Holocaust denier, Rene Louis 
Berclaz, in possession of a veritable 
arsenal of weapons and ammunition. 

What nobody in Paris ever doubted 
was that before leaving France, Piscosi- 


Danesco had passed the _ political 
torch and the bookshop's funds to a 
successor who discreetly relocated to 
the Avenue Rene Coty, where the shop 
opened rarely and then usually only for 
“regular” customers. 

The raid on /a Librairie du Savoir bore 
fruit, said Raphaél Haddad of the UEJF, 
because they found that the shop was 
selling L’Holocauste au scanner, by the 
notorious Swiss Holocaust denier 
Jurgen Graf. This booklet was 
published in Germany and banned by 
the French authorities in 1994, 
Akribeia and Tabou, two magazines 
published in Lyon by the convicted 
Holocaust revisionist Jean  Plantin, 
were also on display. Plantin, who is in 
his thirties, has picked up the 
revisionist baton from Serge Thion, 
Pierre Guillaume and Faurisson, who 
are all past retirement age. 

The contents of /a Librairie du Savoir 
confirmed the existence of an 
international trade in Holocaust denial 
organised so as to circumvent any bans. 
For example, there were a number of 
booklets published in Belgium by the 
nazi Vrij  Historisch © Onderzoek 
publishing house, including Le 
mensonge dAuschwitz par I'illustration 
(the Auschwitz lie in pictures) which 
seeks to prove the thesis of the 
Holocaust deniers with photographs. 
There was also an anonymous and 
uncopyrighted antisemitic booklet 
titled Le procés des falsificateurs de 
l'histoire (The falsifiers of history on 
trial). Also from Belgium, but published 
by Vincent Reynouard, who is French, 
was the magazine Sans concession 
(Without concession). According to the 
shop manager, Reynouard delivers the 
magazines to the shop himself. 

A prosecution for copyright violations 
will undoubtedly follow the raids but 
what the UEJF/J/‘accuse investigation 
has highlighted above all is a 
continuing failure to enforce the 1990 
Gayssot Law, which makes it an offence 
in France to question the existence of 
the category of crimes against 
humanity and deny the Holocaust. 
If that law were properly enforced, 
bookshops such /a Licorne Bleue and la 
Librairie du Savoir could not exist. —~< 





BELGIUM Singer wins 
democracy award 


A SINGER-SONGWRITER from 
Antwerp, well known for his work 
with the popular indie rock band 
dEUS, has won the annual Flemish 
Democracy award. Tom Barman 
received the award in Gent for 
organising the “0110 — for Tolerance” 
concerts that took place a week before 
te aout @Yerco) o{e1 "A000 Loyer-¥ acl Lcrera to} atch 

Despite the negative response that 
his plans encountered initially, mainly 
from mainstream politicians and 
parts of the national media, Barman 
managed to put together an 
impressive line-up for all his anti- 
racist concerts with an unprecedented 
variety of Belgian musicians, stand- 
up comedians and many others. 

The concerts, held simultaneously 
in Brussels, Flanders (Antwerp and 
Gent) and Wallonia (Charleroi), were 
a major success, each attracting tens 
of thousands of people. Altogether, 
150 Belgian artists played to more 
than 100,000 people. The extreme- 
right parties, seething with rage at 
Barman’s initiative, had little success 
at the polls the following week, losing 
votes and some local councillors. 

The Flemish Democracy award is 
hosted by Democratie 2000, an organi- 
sation based in Gent in Flanders and 
led by Eric Goeman. The award is 
given to organisations or individuals 
who have done something special to 
protect democratic society. Democratie 
2000 itself was founded shortly after 
the so-called Black Sunday in 
November 1991 when the extreme- 
right Vlaams Blok (now Vlaams 
Belang) made a breakthrough into 
national politics. Barman, proud to 
have organised the concerts, thanked 
his manager for his support and ended 
his acceptance speech by calling — to 
massive applause and a standing ova- 
tion from the 1,000-strong audience — 
on all decent Belgians to “chop down 
the tree of right-wing extremism”. 

The runners-up were Maria 
Vindevoghel from Brussels, who 
received an award for her tireless 
trade union work, and the action 
group Baas Over Eigen Hoofd (Boss 
of my own head) from Antwerp. 
Despite threats from Flemish nazis to 
disrupt the awards ceremony no 
incidents were reported. 
b> From Wim Haelsterman, AFF- 
Verzet/RésistanceS in Brussels 














Geert Wilders Islamophobe extraordinary 


Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net profiles the controversial Dutch politician 


GEERT WILDERS, leader of the 
right-wing populist Freedom Party, 
crashed his way into the headlines again 
on 8 August with an open letter in the 
newspaper Volkskrant, calling for the 
Koran to be banned. 

The previous weekend Ehsan Jami, a 
former Muslim who is trying to 
establish an organisation to defend the 
right of people to turn their back on 
Islam, was beaten up after months of 
threats against his life. For Wilders, a 
former MP for the right-wing liberal 
People’s Party for Freedom and 
Democracy (VVD), this unpleasant 
incident was the perfect opportunity to 
launch his latest assault on Islam. 

Since winning nine seats in the 150- 
seat parliament in the general election 
of November 2006, the Freedom Party, 
and Wilders especially, has been busy 
poisoning the political atmosphere with 
Islamophobic statements. 

After warning of an “Islamic 
tsunami” hitting the Netherlands and 
claiming that “the Dutch culture is a 
thousand times better then the Islamic’, 
Wilders targeted the Koran at the 
beginning of this year when he called 
on Muslims to tear out half its pages. 
This caused uproar inside and outside 
the country and questions to be raised 
by the Saudi ambassador. 

Attacking half the book is no longer 
enough, it seems. In his open letter 
Wilders says: “This fascist book, in 
which the sick ideology of Allah and 
Mohammed is written down, has to be 
banned, just like Hitler’s Mein Kampf. 
I have had enough of the Koran in the 
Netherlands.” He adds: “No Muslim 
immigrants should enter our country 
any more”. 

When the Iranian ambassador 
criticised Wilders’s policy as not 
constructive in any way and serving 
nobody’s interests, Wilders reacted by 
calling Iran a country of villains and 
telling the ambassador to back off. 
Egypt has also condemned Wilders. 
An official letter from its Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs said Wilders’s plan was 
“a sign of racism among certain 
European politicians and showed a 
profound lack of knowledge of Islam”. 


Geert Wilders (right) in parliament with fellow Freedom Party MPs Dion Graus and Sietse Fritsma 











Every public display of Islam, 
especially headscarves and mosques, 
annoys Wilders. He does not believe 
that moderate Islam exists and fiercely 
attacks any proposals to promote or 
strengthen moderates. It is his firm 
belief that Islam and the culture of 
immigrants with an Islamic background 
are not and will never be compatible 
with the “values of Dutch society”. 

To gain attention for his socially 
divisive message, Wilders is becoming 
increasingly strident. After Moroccan 
supporters invaded a pitch at an 
international friendly match between 
the Dutch and Moroccan under- 
21 teams, he suggested shooting rioting 
football hooligans in the knees. 
When Dutch hooligans run amok as they 
did several times last season, Wilders and 
his eight fellow MPs are silent. 

Wilders’s wild comments have left 
him isolated among politicians but 
probably supported by many voters. 
If there were another general election 
now his party could win 16 to 20 seats. 
Isolation does not bother him and he 
riles against the political elite. 

The Dutch coalition government has 
distanced itself from Wilders’s call to 
ban the Koran in an attempt to avoid the 
type of uproar that occurred in Denmark 
in 2006 after the publication of anti- 
Muslim cartoons in a newspaper. 
An official statement by Ella Vogelaar, 
the Minister for Integration, declared, 
“tt has to be absolutely clear that a ban 
on the Koran is not happening in the 


Netherlands and will never happen’. 
Nevertheless Wilders continues to 
damage relations between Muslims and 
non-Muslims. His words, says Vogelaar, 
“are insulting to most Muslims”. 

Other parliamentary parties too are 
racing to dissociate themselves from 
Wilders and two lawyers have 
independently filed a complaint 
against him for “inciting racial hatred 
and violence between various groups 
in society”. 

It is a measure of Wilders’s extremism 
that even Philip Dewinter, leader of the 
right-wing extremist Vlaams Belang in 
neighbouring Flanders, does not back 
his “useless” proposal to outlaw the 
Koran and says that freedom of speech 
should prevail as a European value. 
The British National Party also thinks 
it pointless to ban the Koran. Its press 
officer Stuart Russell argues that it is 
better to oppose the building of new 
mosques than to ban a book that is 
available on the internet anyway. 

Wilders himself still lives in a 
safe house and is heavily guarded 
because of continuing threats on his life. 
His policy will undoubtedly adversely 
affect community integration, further 
separating communities. It may 
radicalise young people of migrant 
origin, prompting those of Dutch 
descent to answer Wilders’s call to 
defend “superior Dutch society” against 
the “invasion of Islam’. In such a 
scenario Wilders and his Freedom Party 
are likely to benefit. <a 
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killing goes on 


By Graeme Atkinson 









ne of the most gruesome (non- Whether the NSPR was invented for 
war) news stories ofrecent years the occasion is not known but the 
hit the international media in ability of this self-styled “military 
mid-August. Two masked and vanguard” to circulate the film to a 
camouflaged members of a previously plethora of fascist groups indicates 
unknown organisation calling itself the | some degree of prior contact. A note 
National Socialist Party of Russia — with the film called for the resignation 
(NSPR) had bound and gagged two of President Vladimir Putin and the 
men, one from Dagestan and the other establishment of a government headed 
from Tajikistan, in a forest and forced by Dmitri Rumyantsev, leader of the 
them to their knees beneath a large Nazi National Socialist Society. It also 
flag. Then they beheaded one and shot demanded the release of Maxim 
the other in the head. Martsinkevich, head of another nazi 
The killers posted film of their grisly group called Format 18, who is being 
deed on the internet via other Russian held on charges of inciting ethnic 
fascist websites. So brutal was the hatred and violence. 
imagery, which was accompanied by a The video's appearance coincided with 
heavy metal soundtrack, that at first it the terror bombing and derailment of 
was thought a fake. Subsequent the Moscow to St Petersburg Neva 
investigation by experts concluded that Express train, which injured 27 people 
the footage was definitely genuine. on 14 August. Nationalist extremists 
On 16 August, the Russian Interior are among the chief suspects and the 
Ministry announced the arrest of the police have questioned members of 
alleged source of the video clip and said the Novgorod branch of the fascist 
he would be charged with inciting racial | Movement Against Illegal Immigration. 
enmity. Viktor Milkov, a 23-year-old Whether there is a direct link 
student who has been posting nazi between the execution video and the 
material on the web for two years, is said train bombing is impossible to say but 
to be a member of the NSPR. what is clear is that the cold-blooded 
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